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I.—Forrian Po.rrics. 


The Saki, of the Ist September, says that it has no remarks to make on 
the Manipur Resolution; but there is one word 


Manipur Resolution. . . . 
ee which the writer cannot help saying, namely, that no 


attempt has been made in the Resolution to prove the subordination of the State ° 


to the British Government. The Resolution only says that the degree of subor- 
dination in which the State stood to the British devecnuaih has beer repeatedly 
pointed out ; but the writer knows not when this was pointed out. : 
2. The Bangavasi, of the 5th September, says that, according to the Proneer, 
the future ruler of Manipur will be chosen in 
a fortnight’s time. The writer is of opinion that if 
the State is not given back to Surachandra, one of Surachandra’s sons should be 
made its ruler. | 
3. ‘The same paper has the — — 
| ort was built at Gnatong on the Tibet- 
ann res. Sikkim frontier at 9 eri men cost; but it is 
now reported in the English newspapers that this 
fort is to be demolished and its garrison withdrawn. These things are created, 
maintained and demolished at the high dictation of politics and in accordance 
with the desire of the authorities. Insignificant men as we are, we do not 
understand the secrets of politics. All that we understand is that our money is 


The future ruler of Manipur. 


squandered in the creation, in the maintenance, and in the demolition of such | 


things. 
| 4, The Prakriti, of the 5th September, will be glad if the statement made 
Ss ieaaiaiies en by a correspondent of the Englishman pewepeper that 
akan the Gnatong Fort will be evacuated and demolished 
next month, turns out to be correct. From false fears, the English are spending 
much money uselessly on the frontiers of India. 
5. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 7th September, says that 
Dr. Sheppard, a high Russian official, is now staying 
on English Government com- ot Calcutta. He has recently written articles 
pared with the Russian. ; KE: A ! 
condemning the British Government, in answer to 
the Indian Daily News newspaper’s article condemning tke Government of the 
Czar. Dr. Sheppard calls the Government of India oppressive, destroyer of 
religion and other opprobrious names. The Indian Daily News said that the Russian 
Government was interfering with the religion of its Mussulman subjects, and 
Dr. Sheppard has pointed to the Consent Act, In his second letter 
Dr. Sheppard says, with pride, that whatever he writes, he sends to the Czar. 
Is it to be inferred from this that Dr. Sheppard is quarrelling with the Indian 
Daily News with the approval of the Czar? This abuse of the British Govern- 
ment by an official of a Foreign Government has greatly annoyed the writer. 
A Russian official may compare the British Government with the Government 
of Russia, but the writer knows that no such comparison is possible, and that, all 
its faults notwithstanding, the British Government is immensely superior to 
the Government of the Czar. That people still hope that the Consent Act wil 
be repealed, and have in that hope sent up. protests against the Act to 
Parliament, is because their rulers are Englishmen. They would not have 
thought of entertaining any such hope, if they had been living under the rule of 
Russia. To tell the truth, there can be no comparison between the Russians and 
the English. Of all foreign rulers, the English are the best. The English raj 
has faults and shortcomings, but they are fewer than those of other eye 
6. The Gauhar, of the 7th September, says that the English will do well 
oe to evacuate Egypt according to the terms of the 
rue Ragich i» Raye’ treaty of 1887. If they do not do so, they will be 
involved in conflicts with the Sultan, who will be assisted by France and Russia. 
If there be a war between England and the Sultan, who is the spiritual head of 
all Mussulmans in the world, Indian Mussulmans will be placed in a very 
awkward situation. ) 
7. The Hindi Bangavasi, of the 7th September, referring to the rumour 
ss that the Amir of Afghanistan will again be invited 
Spe Annis in Indie. to a conference in India, asks what important 
business is there that the Amir must be brought to India at an enormous expense ? 
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8. The same paper, referring to the proposal to pull down the fort 
that was erected at Gmatong at the time of the 
_ The Fort at Gnatong, = "Tibet: war, asks why, if the fort is to be pulled down, 


‘was it at all erected, and cannot India be defended without pulling down that 


fort? | : 
i 9. The Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 8th 
7 eam September, has the following on the agitation in 
England on the Manipur affair :— aes 
India. is silent over the Manipur affair. When the Indians, who an — 
fatalists, saw Tikendrajit expire on the gallows, the nonagenarian minister 
Tongal share the same fate, Kula Chandra, Anga Sen, and the higher officers 
of Manipur transported like common thieves and dacoits, and the ancient 
freedom of Manipur extinct, they consoled themselves with the thought that‘all 
this was in the mind’ of Providence. It isin this way that the people of Indig 
subdue even the acutest grief. : 
_ When the Indians saw that to talk of Manipur and to express sorrow for, 
the fate of the poor Manipur prisoners was to enrage the Viceroy and 
his Councillors and to make them uneasy, and when they saw that the native 
editors had, by entreating for the lives of Tikendrajit and others, become an 
eyesore to certain officials, all became silent. They then consoled themselves 
with the thought that “it is as useless to regret the past as itis to grieve for 
the dead.” 4 
The loyal Indians can bear everything, but they cannot bear the displeasure 
of the officials. It was for the good of the English Government that the 
Indians dissuaded it from proceeding to the furthest extremity in the Manipur 
affair; but when the authorities took their advice in ill part, they had no — 
alternative but to be silent. | 
The Manipur topic is given up. The natives at any rate will not speak 
any longer on the subject. The Anglo-Indian press may speak on it, but the 
native press will not, for it has been authoritatively declared that all natives 
are members of a subject race and have no pretensions to the nghts of British- 
born subjects. The Anglo-Indians are members of the dominant race. os 
Many things have made the Indians silent. But the Manipur affair is 
still being discussed in England and will bestill more discussed. Certain English 
newspapers have strongly condemned Lord Lansdowne and his Councillors for 
their Manipur policy. The Star newspaper of London has severely con- 
demned_ the Indian authorities for the execution of Tikendrajit and the Tomah 
and has held out the hope that the Viceroy who will be sent by the Liberal 
party to succeed Lord Lansdowne will do justice to the transported Kula 
Chandra and Anga Sen. a 
The writer, who is a fatalist, is not inclined to indulge in any such hope. 
But there is hope for the living, and the writer, therefore, thinks at moments 
that the Liberal party may come into power at the next election, and a Liberal 
Viceroy of the type of Lord Ripon may restore Kula Chandra and Anga Sen 
to their home. But there is no hope for Tikendrajit and the Tongal, for both 


of them are dead. 


I].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


10. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the lst September, says that on Saturday 

a ‘the 29th August, a fresh theft was committed at a 

lease dead hotel at the Ranigunge:‘bazar. The thieves entered 

by boring a large hole in one of its -walls, and took away whatever money the 

hotel-keeper had saved. There is at present only one constable to . keep 

watch in the bazar. In dark nights he cannot see what goes on about him. 
The number of constables in the town of Ranigunge should be increased. 

The Police in 1890 11. The Bangavast, of the 5th September, has the 
a ee ee following on the Resolution on the Police Adminstra- - 
tion Report for 1890 :— ; 
_. The publication of an annual report on the Police Department does at 
least some good, if not all the good that might be:desired from it. It enables 
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the Government to review the working of a most important department of 
the administration, and gives an opportunity to the public to inform Govern- 
ment of their grievances in connection with the police. | 
- The Police Administration Report for 1890 consists of 88 pages, #.e., 15 
pages less than the Report for the preceding year. Sir Charles Elliott is 
greatly pleased at this saving of expenditure, the chief point in His Honour’s 
policy being to reduce expenditure as much as possible, 

any things have been omitted from the report under reviewswhich used 
to be given in previous reports. The statement of income and expenditure for 
instance 1s omitted. Is this, too, owing to the retrenchment policy? The 
writer had expected to find some reference to the late Police Commission, but 
there is no mention of that subject. Nor can so compendious a report be 
expected to contain references to such subjects. The report does not also give 
any statistics of the tours of the Inspector-General, of the Deputy Inspector- 
General, of the District Superintendents, or of the Assistant Superintendents. 
The only thing said on this point is that the Inspector-General or a Deputy 
Inspector-General inspected all the districts except Noakhali, and that the duty 
of inspection was well attended to by the District Superintendents and the 
Assistant Superintendents. As to the direction given in the Government Reso- 
tionon the Police Report that a statement should be submitted in future 
showing who have been District Superintendents and. Assistant Superintendents 
in each district, &c., will such a statement be submitted this year in a 
supplementary report, or is it meant that this statement will appear in the 
reports of future years ? | 

The ‘police establishment of the province has been diminished during the 
year under report by 7 head constables and 1,274 constables. Last year’s 
expenditure was also less than that of the year before. But as no detailed 
statement of the expenditure has been given, it 1s not easy to see under what 
head or heads there was diminished expenditure, and whether the result of the 
reduction has been good or bad. It is suspected by many people that this 
reduction has: been attended with proportionate inefficiency in the police. 

The ‘table exhibiting the proportion of police force to area and population 
shows that Orissa is the most peace-loving of the provinces under the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor. Bengal comes next. to Orissa, and appears to be more 
peaceful than England, Scotland and Ireland. In Bengal, 21,196 constables 
are employed to keep the peace among a population of 70,815,650 men, 


while, so far as the writer is aware, in England, Scotland and Ireland a — 


constabulary, 53,330 strong, is required to keep the peace among a population 


of 34,877,399. ;, 
A large number of the town police have been replaced by town chowkidars. 


The majority of people seem pleased with this arrangement. ‘The town police 


did not work well in the 24-Pergunnahs, Serajgunge, Chupra, Patna, Cuttack 


and Puri. Nothing has been said about the town police or the town chowkidars 
in several towns. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor has desired all District Superin- 
tendents and District Officers to pay attention to the subject in future reports. 
The remarks of the Lieutenant-Governor on the subject of street-lighting, if 
attended to, will produce much good. It is really a good suggestion that His 


Honour has made on this subject. 


The writer quite agrees with Mr. Henry that the chowkidars under Act VI 
of 1874 are underpaid, although the Lieutenant-Governor does not admit it 
to be so. The inefficiency of the village chowkidari: system 1s in several 
instances due to this cause. 


Eight eases.of extortion by the police were reported during the year. The | 


Lieutenant-Governor has directed careful attention to the matter. His Honour 
should see that his direction is carried out, for extortion is a great fault of the 
police. | | 
12. The Samivani, of the 5th September, has the following on the Resolu- 
o8 tion on the Police Administration Report for 

_ The Police in 1890. 1890:— 
Everybody knows of police oppression; only the Government never hears of it. 
During the year under report a few cases of such oppression came to the notice 


of Government. Two Sub-Inspectors of Lohardugga committed oppression 


in the course of an investigation. One of them was sentenced to imprisonment 
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8. The same paper, referring to the proposal to pull down the for 
that was erected at Gnatong at the time of the 
The Fort at-Gnatong, = "Tibet war, asks why, if the fort is to be pulled down, 


was it at all erected, and cannot India be defended without pulling down that 


fort? | 
9. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the &th 


| —— September, has the following on the agitation ip 
England of the Manipur affair :— | 

India. is silent over the Manipur affair. When the Indians, who 
fatalists, saw Tikendrajit expire on the gallows, the nonagenarian minister 
Tongal share the same fate, Kula Chandra, Anga Sen, and the higher officers 
of Manipur transported like common thieves and dacoits, and the ancient 
freedom of Manipur extinct, they consoled themselves with the thought that:al] 
this was in the mind of Providence. It isin this way that the people of India 
subdue even the acutest grief. : 

When the Indians saw that to talk of Manipur and to express sorrow for, 
the fate of the poor Manipur prisoners was to enrage the Viceroy and 
his Councillors and to make them uneasy, and when they saw that the native 
editors had, by entreating for the lives of Tikendrajit and others, become an 
eyesore to certain officials, all became silent. They then consoled themselve 
with the thought that “it is as useless to regret the past as itis to grieve for 


the dead.” 
The loyal Indians can bear everything, but they cannot bear the displeasure 


of the officials. It was for the good of the English Government that the 


Indians dissuaded it from proceeding to the furthest extremity in the Manipur 
affair; but when the authorities took their advice in ill part, they had no 
alternative but to be silent. | 

The Manipur topic is given up. The natives at any rate will not speak 
any longer on the subject. The Anglo-Indian press may speak on it, but the 
native press will not, for it has been authoritatively declared that all natives 
are members of a subject race and have no pretensions to the rights of British- 
born subjects. The Anglo-Indians are members of the dominant race. . 

Many things have made the Indians silent. But the Manipur affair is 
still being discussed in England and will be still more discussed. Certain English 
newspapers have strongly condemned Lord Lansdowne and his Councillors for 
their Manipur policy. The Star newspaper of London has severely con- 
demned the Indian authorities for the execution of Tikendrajit and the Tongal, 
and has held out the hope that the Viceroy who will be sent by the Liberal 
party to succeed Lord Lansdowne will do justice to the transported Kula 
Chandra and Anga Sen. ce 
he writer, who is a fatalist, is not inclined to indulge in any such hope. 
But there is hope for the living, and the writer, therefore, thinks at moments 
that the Liberal party may come into power at the next election, and a Liberal. 
Viceroy of the type of Lord Ripon may restore Kula Chandra and Anga Sen 
to their home. But there is no hope for Tikendrajit and the Tongal, for both 


of them are dead. 


I].—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


10. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the lst September, says that on Saturday 

sii sik Miia ‘the 29th August, a fresh theft was committed at a 

ee eee hotel at the Ranigunge:‘bazar. The thieves entered 

by boring a large hole in one of its walls, and took away whatever money the 

hotel-keeper had saved. There is at present only one constable to keep — 

watch in the bazar. In dark nights he cannot see what goes on about him. 
The number of constables in the town of Ranigunge should be increased. 

The Police in 1890 11. The Bangavast, of the 5th September, has the 
ee ee following on the Resolution on the Police Adminstra- : 
tion Report for 1890:—_ _— : 

_ ‘The publication of an annual aoe? on the Police Department does at 
least some good, if not all the good that might be:desired from it. It enables 
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the Government to review the working of a most important department of 
the administration, and gives an opportunity to the public to inform Govern- 


ment of their grievances in connection with the police. 
- The Police Administration Report for 1890 consists of 88 pages, #.e., 15 
pages less than the Report for the preceding year. Sir Charles Elliott is 
greatly pleased at this saving of expenditure, the chief point in His Honour’s 
policy being to reduce expenditure as much as possible, 

any things have been omitted from the report under reviewgwhich used 
to be given in previous reports. The statement of income and expenditure for 
instance is omitted. Is this, too, owing to the retrenchment policy? The 
writer had expected to find some reference to the late Police Commission, but 
there is no mention of that subject. Nor can so compendious a report be 
expected to contain references to such subjects. The report does not also give 
any statistics of the tours of the Inspector-General, of the Deputy Inspector- 
General, of the District Superintendents, or of the Assistant Superintendents. 
The only thing said on this point is that the Inspector-General or a Deputy 
Inspector-General inspected all the districts except Noakhali, and that the duty 
of inspection was well attended to by the District Superintendents and the 
Assistant Superintendents. As to the direction given in the Government Reso- 
tion on the Police Report that a statement should be submitted in future 
showing who have been District Superintendents and. Assistant Superintendents 
in each district, &c., will such a statement be submitted this year in a 
supplementary report, or is it meant that this statement will appear in the 
reports of future years ? 

The police establishment of the province has been diminished during the 
year under report by 7 head constables and 1,274 constables. Last year’s 
expenditure was also less than that of the year before. But as no detailed 
statement of the expenditure has. been given, it 1s not easy to see under what 
head or heads there was diminished expenditure, and whether the result of the 
reduction has been good or bad. It is suspected by many people that this 
reduction has been attended with proportionate inefficiency in the police. 

The ‘table exhibiting the proportion of police force to area and population 
shows that Orissa is the most peace-loving of the provinces under the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor. Bengal comes next to Orissa, and appears to be more 
peaceful than England, Scotland and Ireland. In Bengal, 21,196 constables 
are employed to keep the peace among a population of 70,815,650 men, | 
while, so far as the writer is aware, in England, Scotland and Ireland a 
constabulary, 53,330 strong, is required to keep the peace among a population 
of 34,877,399. 

A large number of the town police have been replaced by town chowkidars. 
The majority of people seem pleased with this arrangement. The town police 
did not work well in the 24-Pergunnahs, Serajgunge, Chupra, Patna, Cuttack 
and Puri. Nothing has been said about the town police or the town chowkidars 
in several towns. The Lieutenant-Governor has desired all District Superin- 
tendents and District Officers to pay attention to the subject in future reports. 
The remarks of the Lieutenant-Governor on the subject of street-lighting, if 
attended to, will produce much good. It is really a good suggestion that His 
Honour has made on this subject. 

The writer quite agrees with Mr. Henry that the chowkidars under Act VI 
of 1874 are underpaid, although the Lieutenant-Governor does not admit it 
to be so. The inefficiency of the village chowkidari system 1s in several 
instances due to this cause. _ i 
| Eight eases of extortion by the police were reported during the year. The 
Lieutenant-Governor has directed careful attention to the matter. His Honour 
should see that his direction is carried out, for extortion is a great fault of the 
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police. | : | 
12. The Sanjivani, of the 5th September, has the following on the Resolu- sg yyy : 
on tion on the Police Administration Report for sept, stn, 1891. 
The Police in 1890. 1890:— . 


Everybody knows of police oppression ; only the Government never hears of it. 
During the year under report a few cases of such oppression came to the notice 
of Government. Two Sub-Inspectors of Lohardugga committed oppression 
in the course of an investigation. One of them was sentenced to imprisonment 


Me 
se 


2 


; 
] 
oi 
| ; 
? : 
} i 
' f 
} oe 
i j 
if 
; + 
% 
hi 
>| 
ny 
% 
\ é 
4 = 
DA : 
mee 
i > 
| ee : 
tn + oe 
Row 
t 
it % 
; . - 
; rt 
ie 
' ee 
i. > 
i : ds 
_@ 
yk 
§ 
- © 
fxg 
ce? 
: ee 
¥ 
i & 
i 7 a? 
iia © 
ae) B: 
4 J 
: Ewe’ 
Y Bien F 
e 
i ett o> 
r % 
" Py. « x 
tf be 
H) ¢ 
ee 
ba de 
‘ae & 
; ‘ PORE 
& f . 
La & 
ad es 
. a 
5 PLE, 
1 
fata 
te 
» 
eee 
ee 
‘Bas 
ae 
i ; . 
; er 
a 
1 ay 1% 
» > Fa, 
‘ ; ' Lae | 
» i zs 
| Ea 
Pept 
ee 
1 es. 
a “i 
ta oe 
:. es 
, : . | 
nie oe 
P sae aby: # 
* | 
ma! 3" 
; as 
t ie 
on? 
bt oe 
j Bid 
titi 
= Us i 
A 
7 
a J 
ee: eee a 
; ? ; 
= » al 
ss 
; ioe 
a. athe 
Sg f Ss 
{ ree 
gy ve 
P. niae 
ny i? 
ba bl Us 
+ 3 
r : 
Be cy 
ap! ys 
y/ x + 
: om 
fi ae 
Bose 
* 
‘| P 
Be ke 
(fz 
1 Be! 
a | i 
- TAR 
° 
| 
v > 174 " 
4 Oe 
se’ 
mw 2 8 
‘ ‘j bd 
i> * 
; 
hicwy bf 
sf . 
4 
He. . 
“i ¢ 5 
Ses 
or 
| reat 
tame 
, ,* 
ne” Os 
see 
s * 
Sy. +h 
Ue bie q 
eae 


ie 
i a 
iS 
fit 
ay x, 
x / 
ey 
Fim. * 
Fe 
4% . af 
Pies % 
: t 
3 4B 
| ieee? 
| Ee 
i wid 
ts t 
ity 
oF es 
sy 
Hf 
v4 
ha ae 
ae 
y ad 
{on 
ie 
» 
r 


. ed 
2 en. 6 ean neal =a - ~- ~- 


eo 
- +. ee - 


ee _——<— 
- ven 


os bs 
we . ‘ . 
"r ‘poe 
- ate 
SFR: a> RS is 


A 


a 


— 
t . ‘ 

pistes =o Sel ate le ie Os Te 
~ be ee wee ee " : 


sont 
- Sorbie ‘ 
Sete oS oS ae 


SANJIVANI, 
Sept. 5th, 1891. 


( 956 ) 


for six months, the other to imprisonment for three months. But one of them 
was acquitted on appeal, and reinstated in his post by the Commissioner, 
A hebl-conelible suffered imprisonment for three months for a similar offence, 
Two constables in Darjeeling were imprisoned for one month each for commit. 
ting oppression on a drunkard. A constable of Lohardugga was dismissed fog 
a similar offence. Only eight cases of extortion by the police came +o the 
notice of the Inspector-General during the year; and a large number of caggj 
of oppression by the police which came to the notice of the authorities wers 
rejected as false. A certain Sub-Inspector of Bogra was dismissed for havi 
whipped a European prisoner. But would any punishment have been infli 
upon him if he had beaten a native prisoner even with a stick? In the late cage 
in the High Court, in which several chamars were concerned, the police confined 
the witnesses for a long period. But were they punished on that account? 
Bribery and extortion of money are vices which have become almost inherent 
in the police. Everybody knows this. But the Government did not come to 
know of more than eight cases of extortion during a whole year. . 
Forty-six per cent. of police officers and 16:2 per cent. of constables were 
unished during the year by the District Superintendents. The Lieutenant- 
Governe has expressed dissatisfaction at such a large number of cases of 
punishment, His Honour says that, if the Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors are 
punished in this way, they will fail to command the respect of the constabulary 
and respectable people will not accept police service. ‘The writer sincerely 
thanks the Lieutenant-Governor for saying this. His Honour has also earned 
the gratitude of all respectable people by thus checking the fierce police sahebs 
at whose hands people have little chance of saving their honour. The Lieuten- 
ant-Governor’s observations in regard to false cases have delighted the writer, 
who hopes that His Honour’s suggestions on this head will be carried out. 
There is one thing in the Resolution which has alarmed the writer. The 
police have been instructed to refuse enquiry in cases of house-breaking to 
commit thefts and attempts at the same, where nothing is stolen, and where 
there is no clue given, and in cases of theft of sums below Rs. 5, where there is 
no clue, and in embroidered charges of assault, where the embroidery is doubtful. 
The police are already so prone to refuse to entertain complaints and to 
pooh-pooh even large theft cases that this express injunction to them not to 
enquire will work great mischief. bg oe 
These instructions of the Lieutenant-Governor will serve to imcrease the 
inefficiency of the police and thus prove a source of great advantage to thieves. 
During the year under report, 44,043 persons were under police surveillance, 
The t iestanent aueene says that the police should take persons ynder its 
surveillance after proper consideration. His Honour has blamed the police 
practice of unlawfully entering ig names in the policeregister, Itis hoped 
that under His Honour’s sharp lookout, the police will not gratuitously enter 
people’s names in the register of badmashes. oo. a 
The Lieutenent-Governor has pointed out faults im the poliee which were 


_ never before discovered by any one. This shows that the present Lieutenant: 


Governor is an able and experienced man. His Honour will do the — 
great benefit if he can put a stop to bribery in the police. A sum of a lakh 
and a quarter of rupees has been granted towards increasing the salaries of 
constables. But will increased pay alone correct their corrupt propensities ? 
The writer thanks the Lieutenant-Governor for his remarks on the subject 
of the postponement of criminal cases and the holding of sessions at shorter 


intervals of time than is now the case. : 
13. The following is the substance of a letter published in the same 


renee ee j aishnavpara Lane is a narrow passage in Alipore, 
On the evening of Sunday, the 30th August, while a youth named Satya Charan 
Sarkar was sitting on a bridge by the side of that lane, a European lady and 
two gentlemen, in driving along, ran a wheel of their dogcart into the drain. 
The lady and one of the gentlemen alighted from the carriage. The other 
gentleman who remained sitting on the cart called out in a toné of command to 
the youth to catch hold of the wheel. At first the youth did not consider it 
necessary to lend any help to the gentlemen, but on being repeatedly ¢alled to, 


he came near the cart.. But no sooner had he done:so than the gentleman whg 
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called him struck him a blow on the forehead which sent him reeling to the 

und, -where he lay insensible for a time. On coming to his senses he found 
two dogs sitting on his breast and biting him. Assoon as he rose to his feet 
the gentleman again called out to him, and on his approaching the cart gave 
him a kick and drove himaway. The dogs had inflicted such wounds on the bod 
of the youth that he had to seek medical advice and have the parts cauterised. 
The dogs not being rabid, it-is hoped the wounds will soon heal. T'wo other 
European gentlemen came to the spot a little while after this occurrence and 
told the youth to inform the police, They gave their addresses to the young 
man, desiring him to cite them as witnesses. The police have been communi- 
cated with, and they have sent for the hospital surgeon’s report. | 

Cannot such brutal oppressions in the metropolis itself be checked? Will 
the Commissioner of Police carefully enquire into the case? 

The young man, though poor, is of respectable parentage, well educated, 
and of an amiable disposition. All the people of Kidderpore are sympathising 
with him. But can this roguish European, more mean-minded than even a 
beast, be brought to justice ? 

The editor wants to know who this beast is. The gentleman would have 
been rightly served if Satya Babu had given him a good thrashing in return. 
The incident clearly shows how mean-minded Englishmen look down upon res- 
pectable natives; and it is Englishmen like these who are making the English 
name unpleasant in native ears. This cowardly man ought to be traced and 
brought to justice. 

14, The Som Prakash, of the 7th September, refers to the Police Adminis- 
tration Report for 1890, and observes as follows:— 

It is proposed to pass an Act in order to make 
village chowkidars more efficient. These latter do 
not keep watch properly, and rarely go on their rounds on dark and rainy nights. 
A law he their improvement is certainly desirable. The writer fully approves of 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s remark that departmental punishments should not be 
too severe, for their severity defeats their object. The suggestions by the Lieute- 
nant-Governor in the course of his Resolution on the report will, if given effect 
to, greatly improve the police service. The writer,is glad that the number of 
false cases. is: decreasing year after year. There are in the mofussil a class of 
— whose duty it is to create litigation; these men require to be looked 
arter. 


The Police Administration Report 
for 1890. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 
15. ‘The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the lst September, refers to the delay that 
An additional Munsif for takes place in the disposal of civil suits, and: observes 
Burdwan. as follows:— | | 

There were three Munsifs in Burdwan, and though they worked hard, they 
could not show clear files. Government has, therefore, acted improperly by 
transferring one of them to Culna. If there was pressure of work at Gulna, why 
did not Government send an acting Munsif there. If the services of an extra 
Munsif be still required at Culna for some time, Government should send a 
Munsif to Burdwan, where suiters have been put to much trouble and inconve- 
nience in consequence of the delay which is taking place in the disposal of their 

cases. : 
The Faujdari Hakims come to their cutcheries at 11 a.m. and get yor 
their work before 3 p.m. on most days, The Munsifs and Sub-J udges, on the 
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BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
Sept. Ist, 1891. 


other hand, have to work day and night, and ultimately succumb to diseases ~ 


brought on by overwork. Nevertheless, Government, it is to be regretted, 
does not pay much attention to the administration of civil justice. While two 
Deputy Magistrates are sent where one is required, hardly one Munsif is 
sent where two are required. Government is asked to pay more attention to the 
administration of civil justice with the object of removing the grievances of 
suitors. | can | ) | 


16. The Raniganj correspondent of the same paper says that the number 


ae of suits in the court of the local Munsif having 
she Resigns) Mansil. increased, the latter, though he is working day and 
night, cannot dispose of his cases in time. The hearing of the cases is being 
repeatedly postponed, and the suitors are being put to ntuch inconvenience. The 
authorities have been repeatedly informed of this, but without effect. The 
Munsif should write to the Judge on the subject. eae 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI. 
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17. The Aittavadi, of the 5th September, ‘hag 
the following in connection with the Bangavas; 
case :—_ a 

‘Tt was in an evil moment for us that the Consent Act was passed. We 
cannot say that there was no necessity for the law. But what has been the 
effect of its passing? ‘The law has, indeed, been passed, but has it put a stop to 


The Bangavasi case. 


the marriage of female children feeding on milk? ‘The same basarghar (husband 


and wife residing in the same room on the marriage night), the same fulsayyg 
(husband and wife sleeping on a bed of flowers on the third night after marriage 
and the same dhula paye dm (bringing the wife to her husband’s house for 
purposes of residence within one week after marriage) continue as before, and 
the married female child is still the darling she has so long been. It is note 
for a Hindu, and especially a Bengali, to give up customs which have been in 
existence fora long time. Our vaunted western civilisation, western science and 
western liberality of thought have thus done no good. How many Bengali 
males are educated? Not to speak of western civilisation, how many people 
possess a knowledge even of the Hindu sastras? So much for the condition of 
the males. As for the females, they still practise the same Senjute and 
Punyapukur vratas which they did in the olden days. The same worship of 
Makal and the same making of vows to the goddess Sitala, from a fear of 
difficult diseases, still continue. This being the case, where is the room for a 
successful operation of the law which has been made by the ruler with the 
object of reforming bad customs ? 

There will be no deliverance for us until Bhagawan (God) becomes incarnate 
again. So much for the accomplishing of the object with which the law was 
passed. But whereis the Bengali who does not tremble to see the evil effect 
which the law has produced ? 

The excitement of the Consent Bill was such that even the learned Pandits 
of the country who are, as a rule, of a quiet and gentle disposition, and the pot- 
bellied, indolent and luxury loving men in the topmost ranks of Hindu society 
joined in the agitation. When all the Bengalis were inthe strong fever-heat of 
the Consent Act controversy, how could the Bangavasi help contracting the fever? 
With the customary spiritedness of a Brahmin, it began to write long articles, In 
these articles it did not make much distinction between Raja and praja. It was not 
alone in doing this, for nearly all the papers were excited. The Mirror, 
living on vegetable diet and wearing matted hair, alone remained cool. Every- 
body feared lest the Press Act should be revived and the press deprived of its 
liberty. The golmal passed away, the law was enacted, and every one was silent. 
Suddenly a clap of thunder was heard in a blue sky. Men suddenly heard that 
the Bangavasi had been arrested on a charge of exciting sedition., The case 
was heard in the police court, and all the Bangavasi’s men were committed to the 
sessions. There bail was granted. Big folks did not come forward as bail. 
Babu Gangaprasad Sen of LBikramapur, who is respected by the public 
and who is the best kaviraj in Calcutta, became surety. Next came the 
sessions trial. The royal physicians, the two sons of Asvini, Messrs. Pugh 


and Evans, appeared on behalf of the Sovereign. The Advocate-General, 


Sir Charles Paul, and the redoubtable Mr. Woodroffe kept themselves mm 
the back ground. The jurors were all big, red-faced sahebs, and only one 
among them was a weak Bengali. Another man—a Rai Bahadur—was about 
to be appointed. But Mr. Jackson, Counsel for the Bangavasi, said that he 


- Objected to the Rai Bahadur, and so poor Rai Bahadur slunk away. Every- 


thing was complete on the side of the Sovereign; and Mr, Pugh stopped after 
making a very long speech thickly interspersed with illustrations and figure 
of speech taken from history, fiction, the Shastras, and the Puranas. Deposi- . 
tions of witnesses were then taken. The witnesses were examined simply 10 
prove the connection of the accused with the Bangavasi and the translations 
of the articles. Next rose the great councillor Mr. Evans, a thin figure 
with piercing eyes and a keen intellect. With perfect composure he selected 
his weapons one after another, put them in order, and shewed that the 
Bangavasi meant to effect a revolution, and that the Sovereign could not feel 
herself at ease in consequence of its writings. The case for the prosecution 
was concluded. On the other side, the fearless, redoubtable Mr. Jackson, 
who is a tiger among men, rose on the side of the Bangavasi, The Court 
room and the corridor were over-crowded, and there were crowds within and 
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without. Policemen, ‘sword in hand, were keeping order, and the head of the 
police, Mr. Lambert himself, was present. Mr. Jackson speaks—pleader, counsel, 
the writer, all are silent, hearing him with the utmost attention. Mr. Jackson’s 
speechi sflowing on and on; people are wondering at his depth of learning, 
keenness of intellect, and wealth of research. Mr. Evans feels himself greatly 
out of countenance. When, during the administration of Lord Lytton, a Press 
Act.was passed and the native papers were deprived of their independence, 
Mr. Evans spoke in support of the measure in the Viceregal Council. Again, 
when three years after, the large minded Lord Ripon abolished the Act, 
Mr. Evans made a long speech in support of the repeal, Mr. Jackson said 
many things of this nature. He showed that the articles in the Bangavasi 
could not be compared, in point of virulence, with those which were published 
in the English newspapers on the occasion of the imposition of the Income Tax. 

The Jury could not agree; seven were on one side and two on the other. 
The Chief Justice discharged the Jury. The Bangavasi will be retried. We 
have no right to say anything on the merits of the case until its trial is con- 
cluded. We simply ask the Raja—What is this fuss and noise for ? Is another 
Press Act in store for the Bengali ?” 


18. The Hitakari, of the 5th September, referring to the embezzlement . 


of public money by the Accountant of the Kushtea 
Munsifi, says that judicial officers should not only 
be honest themselves, but should also see that all dishonest amla are turned out. 

19. A correspondent of the same paper describes the irritation produced 
in the mind of the Sub-Judge, Babu Baradaprasanna 
Shom, who has been lately transferred from 
Kushtea to Dacca, on reading the criticism of his 
proceedings published in this paper, and also to his futile efforts to exculpate 
himself. It is a matter for rejoicing that the people of Kushtea have got an 
excellent judicial officer in Barada Babu’s place. 

20. The Dacca Prakash, of the 6th September, says that the transfer of 
the Dacca bribery case to the High Court will put 
some 50 to 60 witnesses on both sides to great 
trouble and inconvenience, and Government will have to spend a lot of money 
to pay allowances to the witnesses. The transfer of the case has been prayed 
for simply to prevent its being tried by Mr. Beighton, Judge of Dacca; but as 
itis not the intention of Government of keep Myr. Beighton permanently at 
Dacca, why not transfer him at once and thereby remove all objection to the 
trial of the case at Dacca? If this is done, Government will save much 
money, and the witnesses will escape much trouble and inconvenience. 

21. A correspondent of the same paper opposes the proposal to transfer the 
Munsifi at Isvaraganj to Ramgopalpur. Consider- 
ing that the jurisdiction of the Munsifi extends 
largely in the south-east direction, and that there is 
no facility of water communication at Ramgopalpur, the proposed transfer 
will certainly be very improper. It takes three or four days to come to 
Ramgopalpur from Mymensingh. Besides, there are at Isvaraganj a good tank 
’ and a school founded by Visvesvari Devi of Gouripur, and a branch of the 
river Brahmaputra flows past it. But none of these advantages are to be 
found at Ramgopalpur. The proposed transfer .of jurisdiction will cause great 
inconvenience to the people of Isvaragan)j. 2 

22. A correspondent of the Dacca Gazette, of the 7th September, complains 

that Babu Chandranath Nandi, Extra Assistant 
pau Chandra Nath Nandi, Commissioner of Sylhet, rudely treats even respect- 
Sylhet, vustant. Commissioner» able witnesses. It is said that a witness has com- 
plained to the Deputy Commissioner against him. 

The Babu, who has grown old, will do well to retire. 


The amla of the law courts. 


The transferred Sub-Judge of 
Kushtea. 


The Dacca bribery case. 


Proposed transfer of a Munsifi 
in the District of Mymensingh. 


| (a) — Education. 


23. The Charuvarta, of the 31st August, says that high education has 
made a name for itself in this country, only because 
it has received Government support. The Lieuten- 


ant-Governor’s remarks on the importance of self-reliance made in the course of 


Technical education. 


HITaKaRI, 
Sept. 5th, 1891. 


HITAKARI, 


Dacca PRAKASH, 
Sept. 6th, 1891. 


Dacca PRAKASH. 


Dacca GAZETTE, 
Sept. 7th, 1891. 


UHARUVARTA, 
Aug. 3lst, 1891. 
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SAKkTI, 
Sept. Ist, 1891. 


BANGANIVASI, 
Sept. 4th, 1891. 


BANGAVASI, 
Sept. 5th, 1891. 


HITAKARI, 


_ Sept. Sth, 1891. 


HitTavaDI, 
Sept. Sth, 1891. 
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the.speech delivered by him at the Surjyakanta Hall.are. no doubt yery va 

but there is a time for self-reliance. . It. is true that self-reliance begets: 
manhood aud glory~-but help from without is,absolutely necessary to put a 
in the way of cultivating habits of self-reliance.. Not .a.single nation on the-fagg — 
of the earth has prospered without external help; and, considering the progent 
circumstances of India, external. help is’ required: in all matters. to enable the 

country to prosper. What has been true of high education is also true | 
technical, education. Government should give the people all the ‘hélp’ they 
require in the matter of technical. education. . The Indians must, be ‘very 
unfortunate. indeed.if Government: only charms their ears with the song ‘of 
self-reliance and leaves them to take their own course unaided and unsupported, 

It is the duty of the Sovereign to spend whatever money may bé required: 
improve the condition of his subjects.. The people of this country have oi 
just now been awakened to a sense of the: importance of technical eduea- 
tion, and if, Government closes its purse-strings at this moment, India will fail 
to make any progress. High education has opened the eyes of the people: 
technical education will give them energy, work, and. competence.. The © 
unwillingness of the people to take to practical pursuits will cease to exist when 
they find that practical work gives them food and clothing. The people.do not 
want Government to lend them perpetual support in the matter of technical 
education ; they only want Government to teach the child howto walk.  —s_— 
24. Referring to the proposal of the Assistant Inspector of Maktads:in. 
East Bengal to establish boarding-houses for the. 
Mahomedan students in all Sudder stations, the Saks, 
of the 1st September, considers it doubtful, whether 
sufficient Mahomedan students will be found for these houses. oe 
25. Acorrespondent of the Banganivasi, of the 4th September, writiag, 
aa os _: from Nischintapur in the Pubna district, says -that 
pep liddle Engiish school inthe the Middle English school in that village, although 
na district. oa en phate | “On ee 
a promising institution, receives only Rs. 12 as. aid; 
from Government. This aid, together with the-fees paid’ by the boys, does. not. 
fully meet all the expenses of. the school, and the deficit has to be met:by: 
raising subscriptions. Government should increase the aid it gives to. the 
ee ee | re pe Wa ute PR te 
~ 26. The Bangavasi, of the 5th. September, says that it declared itself 
ee alarmed when Babu Pratap Chunder Majumdar 
some months ago first began to preach morality to 
college students. The movement thus set. on. foot 
by Babu Pratap Chunder was -gradually joined by. big officials and other big 
folks. But the fears expressed by the writer at that time appear not to-have 
been quite unfounded. At.a recent meeting of the Moral Improvement Society 
that has been since started,.it has been resolved to expunge from the Sanskrit 
text-books read in the schools and colleges all obscene passages, or to instruct 
teachers and professors not. to explain those passages to their scholars. But 

why has Sanskrit alone been caught as an offender in this respect ? cnn 

27. The Mitakari, of the 5th September, says that education is the greatest 
boon conferred. by the English Government upon 
tee Beare Severament and the Indians. ‘The Education Department has made 
— men of the Indians, and this debt can never be for- 
gotten. Even if British rule in India is subverted, the glory of having educated 
the Indians will be always remembered in history. The great men who. intro- 
duced edueation among the Indians did so either under the impression that 
British rule should be based upon the attachment .of educated India, or from 4 
sense of duty ‘without. any regard. to consequences.. - sa eV maar ee 
28. The Hitavadi, of the 5th September, |has heard many complaints 
are . against. the. management of the Hindu Hostel. . The 
ne oem eee Oe Hostel authorities are said to be very indifferent to 
the object with which the hostel was established. An officer has been appointed 
on Rs. 100 a month to superintend the management of the hostel. But as he 18 
also a clerk in the office of the Director of Public Instruction, he gets no‘ time 
‘to superintend the hostel ‘except for a short time in the morning and evening: 
As a consequence, the hostel is being converted into a hotel or a private lodging 

‘house. ‘Nobody takes any notice as to whether or not the. students.are attentive 


, ie 


Boarding houses for Mahomedan 
students in the mofussil. 


The higher’ training associa- 
tion. ice 
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to studies, and whether they are falling into bad company or not. For want of 
good management, articles belonging to. the students in the hostel are being 
stolen. The quality of ‘the food supplied to thé students has deteriorated, 
but a higher fee is being charged. It is hoped that thé aathotitiés will try to 
remove these ‘complaints. | eat Teo : 

29. The same paper, pres = ua that ge boys have become rather 
Pe entGociety. isolent and’ immoral, doubts whether the society 
She Moral Improvement onlay. 444 hag boon establiched with the view of ittiprov: 
ing their character will achieve adequate success. . oil 


Hiravant, 
Sept. 5th, 1891. 


$0. A correspondent of the Prakrit:, of the 5th September, takes exception 


pili he ti to the circular of the Director of Public Instruction, 
A bi Director of issued on the 11th April last, fixing the time for hold- 
. ing the Middle Vernacular Examination within either 
the latter part of November or the beginning of December, the Upper Primary 
Examination immediately before the Durga Puja holidays, and remarks as 
follows :— eo 
The examinations in question should be held in the month of January. If 
this is done, no mconvenience will be caused to anyone, and the boys will get 
two clear months’ time after the Puja holidays to preparé themselves for the 
examination. If,.on' the other hand, the examinations are held in November or 
December, much inconvenience will be caused to the boys. During the 
months of November and December the village roads are full of mud and water, 
and the rivers and khals are full; and so it becomes very difficult to travel from 
one place to: another ; and so, if the examinations are held in those months, 
boys will in some cases have to travel 20 to 22 miles to reach the examination 
centres. To give an example. There is an Upper Primary School at Akni, 
4 village within the jurisdiction of the Bishenpur sub-division of the district of 
Bancoorah. ‘The Upper Primary Examination is held at Bishenpur, which is 
over 24 miles distant from Akni. There is no metalled road from Akni 
to Bishenpur. A metalled road extends from Akni to Kotulpur only; but to 
reach Kotulpur during the monthsof November and December is a véry difficult 
task. To reach it, one must cross the river Darakesvara, and that in an ordinary 
canoe, for there is only one boat at the ghat at Behar. Besides this river, there 
dre deep khals with strong currents on the way, which must be crossed. The 
difficulty of communication in these parts prevents the inspecting officers from 
inspecting the schools at Akni, Bamunia, and other villages during the rainy 
season. And how will little children risk a journey from Akni to Bishenpar 
at the end of November ? | | 
There are no hats or bazars in most of these villages, and no food is 
rocurable there in the rainy season; and as there are no hotels there, the 
appearing at the examinations have to stay at the’ houses of their 
relatives. And will not those boys be put to great inconvenience who will 
come from other villages ? 
_ The change in the time for holding these examinations will put the 
inspecting officers to great inconvenience, for they will have to visit such 
out-of-the-way places as Sakvasa at great trouble and inconvenience. Again, 
there will be muchdelay in the publication of the results if the upper 
err examination is held immediately before the Durga Puja holidays. 
‘The educational offices are closed: for a long time on account of the Durga 
Puja; and there are smaller holidays which become due when the offices reopen 
after the Durga Puja holidays. Besides, the examiners are most of them’ teachers 
of schools, and they cannot be expected to examine the answer papers during 
the holidays; In 1883 these examinations were held in the month of Aswin 
(September-October), but the time was changed from the following year. 
t, then, has led the authorities to change the time again? In conclusion, 
the teachers of schools and the guardians of Woys are asked to apply to the 
sunponlots of their respective circles, protesting against the change in the time 
for holding these examinations. 
31. The Sanjivant, of the 5th. itt | hes. ~* aap be. i ge aa 
| adhyaya Mahes andra ayaratna is an 
Clanton Nay, SS 2: stent bt member of the new Moral ' Improvement 


t d th 
Moral Tnipsoceuseus Society: Z Association. Only the’ other day some young mem- 


bers of this association took a pledge not to look at prostitutes, nor to visit unholy 


SaNJIVANI, 
Sept. Sth, 1891. 
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places of amusement, -But:here is Randit, Mahesh. Chandra .N Be 
of the leading moral teachers of youths, solemnly ‘advising t em to visit, the 
theatres, as-if. the theatres were places sanctified by the dust inthe feet of.: the 
prostitutes who perform female parts on the stage. That this is what . has 
actually happened will be proved by a printed letter from the Ma 
padhayaya, which is being Somiebedl in the town. In that letter the Mahamaho. 
padhyay ya says that, however numerous his duties, he felt called upon to go to 
the Star Theatre to see the performance of the piece called “ Vilap ” in honour 
of the memory of Pandit Iswar Chandra Vidvews ar, that the patomenee iam wae 
e 


80 touching that he could not help shedding’ tears, forgetting t 


_ SaNJIVANI, 
Sept. Sth, 189). 


SANJIVANL 


SaNJIVANI. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 


Sept. Ist, 1891. 


to.a man in his years and position, and that every pupil and dion ae . ~ 
deceased Pandit ought to see the performance, 


If songs sung by prostitutes have been thus able to move the mind oft 8 


"pundit aged fifty-five years, it is easy.to guess what an overpowering influence 


they must exercise on the minds of young people.. When the Principal. of the 
Sanskrit College and a prime mover of the new Moral Improvement Associati 
established under official auspices, was himself so far affected by the songs of 
prostitutes that his eyes overflowed with tears, and, all enraptured, he felt 
disposed to hear them sing the whole night long, it ‘should be no wonder, if. 
theatre-loving youths should lose their character by seeing these perf ormances 
and visit places of ill-fame. 
‘Unfortunate India! Is it men like these to whose hands the moral i im-: 
provement of your youths has been entrusted ?. Does Sir Alfred Croft mean to 
improve the morality of youths through the instrumentality of men like these?, 
The agent et is overflowing with hypocrisy and duplicity. 
he same paper says that the change in the time for holding the 
< a ee middle English, the middle proxprncrsa and . > 
eS ae in the time r primary examinations, as proposed b 
ee Altre ed Croft, vill do harm to the boys, Sir Aitred 
roposes to hold these examinations before the Durga Puja holidays. But if 
Rin Alfred collects statistics, he will see that the schools in the mofussil are. 
very thinly attended from July to December, owing to the rains and the floods, 
and the diseases consequent upon them, and that the largest attendance is found. 
between December and June. The writer is therefore of opinion that the 
month of February is the best time for holding these examinations, the boys 
getting the whole winter to prepare themselves. ‘he teachers should represent 
to Sir Alfred the inconveniences that will attach to the change he proposes - to: 
make. It is hoped that Sir Alfred will himself see his error. 
_ 83. The same paper has the following :— 
Recently Mr. Rowe, Professor in the Presidency College, characterised, the. 
The character of the Bengali boys of the second year class as belonging toa. 
scholar. nation of liars. The reason of his so doing was the- 
refusal of the boys to tell him, when asked by him to do so, who among them. 
had made a loud sound by striking the table with their books, immediately after 


he had left the room. It is such stuff that the educated Bengali youth is pol 


of! He is completely devoid of force .of character, love of truth, honesty, and, 
moral courage. 
34, The same paper says that the plan of work laid down by the new 
The Higher Training Associa. Association for the higher training of young men, if 
tion. carefully carried out, will do much good to the’ 
student community of Calcutta. But there is no knowing how long the present 
energy of the Association will last. 
he speeches delivered at the Town Hall at the last meeting of the Asso-: 
ciation were very good. But speeches have been heard for a long time. It is 
now time that real work was commenced. Mr. Lee was one of the speakers at. 
the meeting. He is a lover of physical exeycise.. It is hoped that as Chairman 


of the Municipality he will do something to improve the physique of the Calcutta. 
students. - , 


(e)—Local Self- Government and Municipal Administration. 


35. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 1st September, says that, though the 
The latrine tax inthe Burdwan Commissioners of the Burdwan Municipality have: 
Municipality. the power to exempt poor people from the newly- 
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imposed latrine ‘tax, they do not care-to exercise that: power in:their béelialf. «The 
condition of. Bahir’Sarvamangala, Goda and other places situated outside’ ‘the 
limits of the town:is like that of ordinary villages, and most’ of the ‘people there 
have got'no privies in'their houses. The writer has: made special enquitiées and 
learnt: that at Bahir Sarvamangala only two families have privies in: their 
houses. But the people of: that and other villages within the municipal limita 
of the town have been served with notices for the payment of. the. tax. 
They are mostly ignorant people and keep no notice of the doings of the’ muni- 
eipality ; the notices’ have therefore- astonished'them. They pay the house-rate 
with difficulty, and they are’ now asked to pay another tax. The:rate-payers’ of 
Bahir Sarvamangala ‘have ‘sent an appheation to the munitipality protesting 
“against the néw tax, and it is the duty of the Commissioners to consider their 
application carefully. A wag : 


86. The Sakts, of the’ Ist‘ September, answers all the. charges.. brought 


The Chairman’ of the Dacca aginst the Chairman’ of the Dacca Municipality in 
Municipality. _ the Dacca Prakash of the 30th August (see Report 
on Native Papers for week ending 5th September, paragraph 45). Hodges 
_ - 87. The Gramvasi, of the 7th September, says that, as the Secretary to the 

The Secretary to the Howrah Howrah: Municipality has not yet returned the 


Municipality. - money due from him on account of horse allowance, — 


one of the rate-payers of the municipality has threatened to bring a suit 
the Commissioners. The writer cannot see why’ the Secretary has not yet 
returned the money. What is become of his deposit money? The writer is'sorry 
that the Commissioners are so indifferent in these matters. 


38. A correspondent of the Dacca Gazette, of the 7th September, says that 


Lighting of streets in the Sylhet’ the public suffer great inconvenience on -account of 


Municipality. i. . - the streets of the Sylhet: Municipality not being 
lighted at night. Want of lights may prove dangerous to passengers, as the 


streets have deep ditches on both sides, and this danger is very great in the 
streets on the river side. a ee 


(f)— Questions affecting the land. 


89. A correspondent of the Hitakari, of the 5th September, says that an 

Undivided estates in the Ati, crease in the number of undivided estates with 
sub-division of the Mymensingh Numerous co-sharers in the Atia sub-division of the 
district. | Mymensingh district has made the position of the 
ryots on those estates extremely miserable. The ryots have to pay to every one 


of these co-sharers his portion of the rent, and the peons of every one of these. 
co-sharers extort. money from these ryots—nay take away their everything. 
Owing to this the ryots are abandoning their homesteads and fleeing elsewhere.. 


Abandonment of homesteads has become very common in the hill tracts. Under 
the present state of things no co-sharer feels any affection for the tenants he has 
under him in common with other co-sharers. It will be well both for the zemin- 
dars and for the ryots if the estates are partitioned. 


(g)—Ratlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


40. The Bharat Mitra, of the 3rd September, says that the East Indian. 


.. Railway Company proposes to sell, on the occasion 
Red co wege 
Railway as sae ae “the of the Durga Puja, return tickets for one-third of 


Puja. the ordinary fare from the 26th September to the 
28th October, and single tickets, which will also be available for the return 
erenay, from the 8th to the 26th October. Both the periods are considered to 

short, and it is recommended that they be. extended to the 3rd November. 
41. A correspondent of the Banganivasi, of the 4th September, says that 


the delay in. finishing the work on the new road 


A road in the Pubna district. 5m -Pubna eastwards to Najirgunge is causing. 


great inconvenience to the people of the villages bordering on that road. The 


Talns, . 


road should ‘be finished soon, as the earthwork will be all washed away by the. - 
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42. The Bangavast, of the 5th ty I EE says that the residents of 

Tangail may be jubilant over the proposed Tangail. 

a a ane Ryan mf tramway ; but poor people throughoat 

ee the Mymensingh district will have to bear for some 

time to come the burden of the interest on the loan of eight lakhs of rupees 

which is to be made for the construction of the line. | 

48. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash, of the 6th September, says 

, that good roads are wanting in places in Eastern 

_ Roads in Eastern Mymensingh. —Wymensingh within the jurisdiction of Iswargunge, 

The people of these parts pay the road-cess without deriving any advantage 
in return. 7 

44. The Gramvasi, of the 7th September, is at a loss to see why tenders . 

: are not publicly invited for repair and other work 

oe pe oe. in connection with the Midnapore khal. The 

writer has heard many complaints in this connection. It is hoped. that the 

authorities will look to the matter. | 


(h)— General. 


45. The Saksi, of the lst September, says that everybody is delighted 
to find that the Banyavasi trial has been conducted 
with great care. In this case the rulers sought the 
protection of the courts and submitted themselves 
to laws of their own making as against one of their own subjects. It is this 
magnanimity on the part of the English that has endeared them so much to 
the Indians. Subjects are nowhere allowed such privileges, nor is such magna- 
nimity in the ruler met with anywhere else. 


46. The Sahachar, of the 2nd September says :—“ What further steps 
will Government take in the matter of the Banga- 
vast ?” 1s the question which is being asked and 
discussed all over the country. We hope Lord 
Lansdowne and his advisers will keep themselves correctly informed in this matter. 
The. wave of unrest and agitation which passed over the country in connection 
with the Consent Act has not yet completely spent its force, while there have 
occurred riots in Calcutta, Benares and Buxar. Thoughtful people are saying 
that the preservation of the peace has now become extremely necessary, and that 
Government should now adopt measures to allay the prevailing uneasiness. 
The other day, in the course of his reply to the Jessore Municipal address, and’ 
while the case against the Bangavast was still going on, the remark was made 
by the Lieutenant-Governor that the Bangavasi was a loyal paper before, but 
that at present the writers seemed to have had their heads turned, that is to say, 
a loyal and anti-congress newspaper had, since the introduction of the Consent 
Bill, come to the conclusion that there has been interference with the religion 
of the people of the country, and that until that injurious and unpopular law 
is repealed they should not cease to agitate against it. People often lose their 
sense of right and wrong when their religious convictions are thought to be at 
stake. Uf course, we are unable to say what. construction ought to be put under 
section 124A of the Penal Code upon the Bangavasi’s writings. But we see that 
even the Piuneer makes the admission that if any strong language is used under 
the influence of religious excitement, the offence, such as it is, should be 
overlooked. As an example, the Pvroneer refers to the case of Lakshimani of 
Patna in connection with which the Missionary editor of the Bombay: Guardian 
used the most objectionable language in regard to the Magistrate Mr. Quinn andthe 


The Government in the Banga- 
vast case. 


Lord Lansdowne and the native 
newspapers. 


_ Viceroy Lord Dufferin, without, however, eliciting any remark from the Govern- 


ment of India which considered that the editor had gonemad. The Ptoneer says 
that a comparison of the writing in the Bangavass with thatin the Bombay Guardian. 
will show that the Bangavasit was more temperate and polite than the Guardian. 
The people of this country believe that the Government of India. does not like 
to take up an attitude of hostility to its subjects. Government overlooks the 
use of even the strongest language in the newspapers, for it.is fully aware that: 
the Indian people, whether natives or foreigners, one and all, desire the conti- 
nuance of the Maharani’s empire in India. The Indians know that the country’ 
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cannot do -without British rule even; for a single day, and the Europeans 

are .convinced that -without British: rule, the English trade and the 
English industries of India will: cease to exist. ‘The Mussulmans indeed 
cherish great respect for the Sultan of Turkey, but they are well aware that it 
would be inbpossible for. them, to live under any Mussulman ruler so happily. as 
they are now living under the British Government. It therefore comes to this, 
that as far as British rule is concerned, there, are not two opinions in the 
country. ‘I'he Government of India knows this well, and it has therefore always 
passed over even the strongest and most. objectionable language used in the news- 
papers. All the newspapers are now saying in one vuice that it has not been 
wise or politic on the part of Government to take proceedings against the 
Bangavast, and the view taken of this case. by the public is that Government 
would have done better if, in reference to the Bangavasi, it had acted according 
to the native saying, that it is better to scold than to beat. That the Bangavasi 
desires the subversion of the British Empire is not at all to be believed.. 
We would therefore repeat the advice we gave to Government last week that 
it should now by all means drop the case against that paper. Government has 
a prestige which it is the interest of Goverment and of ourselves alike to 
maintain. 

Again, many natives and even Europeans are saying that it is Lord 
Lansdowne’s desire to take away the liberty of the newspaper press in India, and 
that the case against the Bangavasi is but the first attempt in that direction. 
It is the Indian climate that is responsible for the speedy deterioration 
of the liberal instincts of the Englishman who resides in this country. If the 
European officials in this country had the power, the Indian newspaper press 
would never have been made free. Still,as was truly remarked by Mr. Jackson, 
the freedom of the pressin this country has been attacked every twenty 
years. But all that has changed and is changing. It is not now easy to take 
away the liberty of the newspaper press. Even the Tory Lord Cross is not 
willing to do so. A free pen isa natural right of every British. citizen. We 
therefore hope that the prevailing alarm will prove to be groundless. Lord 


Lansdowne has a sense of responsibility and can understand what the verdict of | 


history willbe. It does not behove a ruler to quarrel with the newspaper 
press. As far as we can understand, we can say that Government has no bad. 
intention and will make no hostile advance in the direction of the press. _ It 
is true there have been strange things done in India. Lord Lytton passed 
the Vernacular Press Act at one sitting of the Legislative Council and wired 
to the authorities in England who knew nothing about the matter that he had 
done so. Does Lord Lansdowne want to earn the fame achieved by Lord 
Lytton ? We do not believe it. 


47. The Navayuga, of the 3rd September, says that different people are 
saying different things in regard to the prosecution 
of the Bangavast. Some say that the Bangavasi 
| 7 has been prosecuted because it denounces English 
commerce and wants to improve indigenous arts and manvfacture, and to put 
a stop to the importation of English goods by opening joint-stock companies 
for the manufacture and sale of country goods.. Others say that it has been 
prosecuted because it wants to arouse in the country a feeling of nationality, and 
- to madden the Hindus with religious fervour by establishing the Dharmaman- 
dal. But the writer cannot believe that the mighty British Government should 
be startled by the noise which is made by an ordinary Bengali newspaper. 
The reason assigned by the Times of India may be regarded as the right one, 
It is this : that Government wanted to know whether section 124A of the Penal 
Code could be turned to any practical use, and there was much discussion on the 
subject in the Viceregal Council and the prosecution of the Bangavast was 
ultimately decided upon. And if this be true, then Government has not acted 
properly. For it is certainly neither good policy nor good — to attempt 
to ruin a man simply with the object of testing a section of a law,- But: the 
statement of the Law Member, published ina Bombay paper, that he knew 
nothing of the prosecution, gives the lie to. the Zimes of India’s statement. For 
if the subject had been discussed in the Viceregal 
must have been aware of it. 
Bangavasi has been prosecuted. 


The prosecution of the Banga- 
vasi, 


Council, the Law Member 
The writer is therefore unable to see why the 
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48. The same paper says that Baghdanga is a village within the Bon. 
gong sub-division of the Jessore. district. It is 
inhabited by Mahomedans and has a lower prim 
school. Much inconvenience is being caused in consequence of there being no 
dak box in the village. A letter-box ought to be put up here. | 
49. The same paper refers to the Government’s opium business and 


remarks as follows :— 
The opium business of Govern- 


My This business is doing great injury to India, 

How long will people living under the civilised 
English rule continue to be poisoned by this drug ? How long will this poison 
continue to be sold in the cities and towns, and make the unfortunate, fallen 
people still more fallen and degraded ? | | ees 

50. <A correspondent of the Sudhakar, of the 4th September, complains that. 
Government makes no mention of the services of 
really able officers in its annual reports. This 
remark is suggested by the case of Babu Nabin 
Chandra Sen, Sub-divisional Officer of Feni, who is an extremely well meanin 
officer, and has done much for his sub-division. Jeni has greatly improve 
under him. 

51. The Bangavasi, of the 5th September, saysthat the late Mr. Grimwood 
was killed in March last; and now, five months 
after his death, his promotion has been aunounced 
in the Assam Gazette. Promotion of a dead man! 
mysterious indeed. But there must be some meaning in this, or the announce- 
ment would not have been made in a Government Gazette. 

52. The Prakriti, of the 5th September, says that, though Government is 
anxious to improve the health of the country, its love 
for its own people prevents it from taking such 
measures as would be likely to prove most effective 
in that respect. The country is now covered with a network of railways, which 
have caused much obstruction to drainage. The embankments which have 
been constructed to protect these railways have been the cause of disastrous 
floods. The country has become a hot-bed of malaria. The people are poor 
and overburdened with taxation, and can do nothing towards improving the sani- 
tation of the country. Nor can Government do much, either. It has to spend 
immense sums annually to meet the home charges, to strengthen the frontiers, to 
increase the army, and to annex new States; so it cannot spare much money 
for sanitary purposes. ‘The District and Local Boards do not possess adequate 
funds, and are therefore powerless in the matter. Inthe meantime, to judge by 
the mortality from cholera, small-pox, and fever during the last ten years, 1880 
to 1890, the health of the.country must have become very bad. Government 
is certainly not indifferent in the matter, On the contrary, it has appointed 
European officers on large salaries to look after the sanitation of the country; 
but, as stated above, its love for its own people prevents it from adopting 
effective measures. 

53. The Sanjivani, of the 5th September, says that the Lieutenant- 

overnor has expressed displeasure with Messrs. 
Green and Richardson, Conservators of the Jalpai- 
guri and Angul forests, respectively, for remissness 
in the performance of their duties. His Honour never shrinks from telling one 
his shortcomings. ; : 

54. ‘The same paper says that, although the Forest Department authorities 
wanted to stop the grazing of-cattle in the Govern- 
ment forests, the Lieutenant-Governor, in considera- 
tion of the hardships that would in that case be 
entailed on poor people, has ordered grazing to be allowed upon payment of 
a small tax. This consideration on the part of His Honour has greatly delighted 
the writer. | es 

55. The same paper says that, according to Mr. Dansey, the Conservator 
of Forests, Bengalis are quite unfit for forest service. 
Sir Charles Elliott, however, does not want to expel. 
| ae Bengalis at. once from that department. His Honour 
will allow them further trial. This has delighted the writer, and he is grateful 


A postal complaint. 


Government’s treatment of its 
good officers. 


The late Mr. Grimwood’s pro- 
motion. 


Government andthe sanitation 
of the country. 


Messrs. Green and Richardson, 
Conservators of F-rests. 


The Lieutenant-Governor and 
the Forest Department. 


Bengalis in the Forest Depart- 
ment. | 
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to the Lieutenant-Governor for ‘it. Bengalis should now do their best to 
improve their physique, and so fit themselves for employment in the Forest Depart- 
ment. The early marriage system, which is the cause of the physical ruin of 
the Bengalis, ought to be abolished, and Bengali boys should be compelled to 


take to physical exercise. 

56. The Hitavadi, of the 5th September, says that hitherto the English 
mail received at Bombay used to be occasionally 
sent to Calcutta by an extra train. It is now 
_ proposed to make this arrangement permanent. 
But if the arrangement is made permanent, Government will lose nearly 
Rs. 80,000 a year. The arrangement will benefit none but the mercantile 
community, and yet Government will not demur to the expenditure. But when 
asked to spend one-tenth of that sum on works of public benefit, Government 
pleads want of funds. The proposal of the Calcutta Municipality to give an aid 
of Rs. 800 to the Calcutta Public Library raised a strong opposition in the 
Anglo-Indian papers, but those papers have apparently nothing to say against 
the mail arrangement that is going to be made. 

57. The Saraswat Patra, of the 5th September, says that the decrease in 
Stamp revenue may be prejudicial to the finances 
of the country, but it is a good sign, so far as the 
people are concerned. ‘The fall in this revenue means that litigation has dimi- 
nishedin the country ; and this certainly ought to be a matter for congratulation, 
even to the Government. 

58. The Gramvast, of the 7th September, says that the proprietor, the manager, 

the editor, and the printer of the Bangavasi are 

about to send a petition to the Lieutenant-Governor, 

admitting that the language used in the articles objected to was really of an 

exciting nature, and calculated to give rise to disaffection, and expressing 

regret on that account, and hopes that the Lieutenant-Governor will accept the 
petition and let off the accused. 

59. A correspondent of ~ Dacca Gazette, of the 7th September,says that, 

| when arrangements were made for the conveyance 

ee ae ae Sylhet and Cachar mails by steamer, Seapts 

had hoped that there would no longer be any irregularity in the delivery of 

mails. But this hope has not been realised. On the contrary, mails now reach 

Calcutta from Sylhet and vice versd later than before. The authorities should 
attend to the matter. 


_ New arrangement for the 
English mail. 


The fall in the Stamp Revenue. 


The Bangavasi affair. 


III.—LEGIsLaTIvVE. 
60. The Charuvarta, of the 31st August, says that Government should not 
entertain any doubt as to the sincerity of the 
loyalty of the people of this country. The writer 
feels grieved to find the Government ruffled by hearing what is nothing but the 
incoherent talk of a mad man. Those men are really to be pitied who 
inconsiderately censure Government’s actions. ‘The Arms Act is an undeserved 
stigma on the loyalty of the people; and the proposed Press Act, if it is passed, 
will be another stigma upon it. ‘lhe Indians, however, have done nothing to 
merit it. The ghost of the Press Act has, from its grave, struck terror in 
people’s hearts from time to time during the last few years. The question of 
passing a l’ress Act was raised at the time of the Consent Bill agitation. But 
Lord Cross’s assurances in Parliament removed all fear on that score from the 
minds of the people. The question has, however, again been raised in connec- 
tion with the Bangavasi prosecution, The whole country is protesting that it has 
done nothing to deserve the stigma of being called seditious. It will be a 
matter of great regret indeed if Government passes a Press Act in disregard of 
the feelings of its subjects, especially when a hint from it will be sufficient to 
set right any newspaper which deviates from the path of areny 
61. The Hindu Ranjika, of the 2nd September, refers to the Ranaghat 


Another Press Act. 


case under the Consent Act, and to Sir John 
Edgar’s letter on that case, and says that girls in 
this country generally attain puberty between the ages of ten and twelve. It 
is true that under the early marriage system cases of forcible cohabitation with 
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immature child-wives are sometimes heard of. But such cases are rare, anj 
ought not to have been considered sufficient ground for passing the Consent 
Act. Marriage among the Hindus is more spiritual than a temporal institution, 
and it should not have been interfered with on such slight grounds. The more 
so, when it is considered that the Act will not check the brutal tendencies of 
those husbands for whom the Act has been passed. The Act will only increage 
law suits like the Ranaghat case among low people, and will corrupt the 
morality of women in general. | | 


62. The Sanjivani, of the 5th September, says that a fresh Chaukidar; 
iiiiliae bobanads te Bill has been drafted: A similar Bill was introduced 
eames eee in the Bengal Council under Sir Rivers Thompson: 
but it was rejected owing to the strong protest made against it by Mr. A. M. Bose, 
then a Member of the Council. In the new Bill it is proposed to relieve the 
panchayets of the duty of collecting the chaukidari tax, and to impose that 
duty upon officers specially appointed for the purpose. It is also proposed that 
the salaries of the chaukidars shall be paid through the police. ‘The writer 
must protest against this Bill. Government is, on the one hand, giving the 
people new powers of self-government, and is, on the other, depriving them of 
those old powers of self-government which they have enjoyed for centuries, 
Government want, in fact, to merge the village chaukidari system in the regular 
police system. This the writer is unwilling to see, because the change, if 
effected, will greatly increase oppression in the mofussil. 


It is said that the chaukidars are not regularly paid, and the panchayets 
do not often pay them their full salary. ‘his complaint may be to a certain 
extent true. But, considering that the Inspector-General of Police has been 
able to adduce only two cases of such irregularity in payment, namely, the case 
of 1,042 chaukidars in the Jessore district not having received any salary for 
six months, and a similar case in the Rungpore district, in which, however, 
payment has been since made, and that the Lieutenant-Governor himself refuses 
to believe, for want of sufficient evidence, that similar irregularity exists also in 
the Dacca and Chittagong Divisions, it must be said that the charge of bad 
payment brought against the panchayets has no basis. The charge of making 
unlawful deductions from the salaries of chaukidars has also no evidence to 
support it. 


~The Lieutenant-Governor. highly praised the chaukidars of East Bengal 
during his late visit to that part of the country. Why then this attempt at 
improvement of their condition, 1f improvement it can be called? The attempt, 
if made, will convert the chaukidars into so many universally disliked, oppres- 
sion-loving and avaricious police constables. ‘The replacement of panchayets 
by special officers as collectors of the chaukidari tax will be a source of great 


oppression on the people, because these special officers will not certainly show 


the same kindness to the poor village tax-payers as the panchayets, their own 
kith and kin, are in the habit of doing. In this connection the writer. will 
also ask why, if the chaukidari system is merged in the police system, should 
the people of the mofussil be made to pay for the police, when people in rich 
towns like Calcutta do not pay for the maintenance of their own police ? 

As regards the question of paying chaukidars through the police, the writer 
will point out that, even under the present system in which chaukidars receive 
their salaries from the panchayets, the former are subjected to extortion by the 
police. There cannot be the least doubt, therefore, that they will be subjected 
to greater extortion when their whole salaries will pass through the hands of 
the police, For all these reasons Government is requested to withdraw the 
Chaukidari Bill and desist from its attempt to introduce the police system into 
the villages. | , 


63. The Bangavasi, of the 5th September, says that the names of 
The vacancy in the Supreme Dr. Rashbihari Ghosh and Moulvi Mahamed Yusuf 
Legislative Council.  —- Khan Bahadoor, are mentioned in connection with 
the vacancy in the Supreme Legislative Council. The writer will not express 
any Opinion in the matter, nor has he any right to do so. : All that is wanted 18 
that Government should fill the vacancy in a way which will not excite ar 
ridicule. The writer says this because he cares much for the prestige 0 the 
Government. | | SO ae 
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IV.—Native States. 


64. The Sanjivani, of the 5th September, asks if the Governmentis actually 


ror determined upon bringing about the ruin of the 
Te Fon mee wuts _— native press. It is difficult to believe that the 
enlightened English rulers will interfere with the freedom of the press. But 


matters appear to look ill for the native press. The existence of the press in 
the Native States now depends entirely upon the whim of the Residents. 
The Deccan Times of Hyderabad, the Shirmur Gazette of Mahun in Chhattisgarh, 
and the Praja Hitaishs of Rajnund have already ceased to exist. A Hindi paper 
of Nandgaon in the Raipur district, it is reported, has been stopped by the 
Resident on the charge of having published false information. If all this be 


true, then it must be said that the Viceroy is following a Russian policy in 
dealing with the press, | 


V.—PRoOsPECTS OF THE CROPS AND ConDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


65. The Bangavasi, of the 5th September, says that, according to the Anglo- 


is csiiie ti Midis Indian newspapers of Madras, the scarcity in that 


Presidency has not yet been removed. The 
Governor of Madras, however, says that the cry of distress is quite out of 


proportion to the real extent of the evil. The reason of His Excellency’s 
coming to this conclusion probably is that not very large numbers of people are 
coming to the Government annachhatras. But it should be remembered that 
Hindus will rather die than lose their caste by partaking of food given away 
at the public food-depdts. Different food-depdts should have been established 
for the different castes; and it would have been better to give away uncooked 
than cooked rice to the beggars. The authorities should also, under the circum- 
stances, have removed for some time all taxes on pasturage and the right of 
cutting wood in the Government forests. The death-rate has risen to 105 per 
thousand, which cannot certainly be called anormal rate. Is the Governor 
doing anything to check the evil ? 
66. The same paper has learnt that drought and a visit of locusts have 
Crops in a village in the Rung- done great damage to the crops in Tushbhandar in 
pore disizict. the Rungpore district. Paddy is selling at a high 
price. 
67. The Som Prakash, of the 7th September, praises Lord Wenlock for 
_ Lord Wenlock and the scarcity the visit which His Itxcellency paid to some 
a Madras. famine-stricken places in North Arcot. In times of 
famine, people do not get timely aid simply because the rulers do not 


personally inspect their condition. It seems that henceforward the people of 
North Arcot will not have to suffer any distress. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


68. The Kasipurnivasi, of the 31st August, refers to the Lieutenant- 
Sir Charles Elliott an exemplary Governor’s visit to Barisal, and says that His 
character. | Honour has taught the people two things, viz., 
unwearied industry and love of simplicity. The capacity for work which 
Sir Charles Elliott has displayed is not possessed by any other man. He walked 
on foot, in a common dress, and without taking any one with him. The writer 
never saw such simplicity before. It is hoped that this simplicity dn the part of 
His Honour will humble the pride of Bengalis, who are fond of pomp and 
grandeur, In the present state of the country, the people should imitate the 
example of His Honour. The writer then wishes long life to the Lieutenant- 
Governor. oe 
69. The Hindu Ranjika, of the 2nd September, has learnt that a tiger is 
Ravages of a tiger in avillage in Committing ravages in the village of Chithilia within 
the Rajshahyo district. the jurisdiction of the Arani outpost in the 
Raj shahye district. It has already killed several men. The authorities should 
look to the matter. 
70. The Education Gazette, of the 4th September, refers to the Sudhakar 
The Sudhakar on the quarrels newspaper’s statement that the quarrrels which are 
between Hindus and Mussulmans, ‘now taking place between Hindus and Mussulmans 
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are due to the aspersions which are cast on the Mahomedan character by 
the educated Hindu writers of the present day [see Report on Native Papers for 
week ending 5th September, 1891, paragraph 92], and observes as follows :— 

It is superfluous to say that such writing as is likely to prevent the growth 
of good feeling between Hindus and Mussulmans is objectionable. But the 
abuse of the Mahomedan character contained in the writings of modern Bengali 
authors is only an echo of what English writers say on the same subject. en 
such abuse of the Mahomedans should be avoided with particular care. Some. 
times Bengali writers unjustly blame the Mahomedan rule. That it is not 
proper to do so.is proved by the objections of the Sudhakar. As regards the 
books named by the Sudhakar, the writer cannot see in most of them any 
studied@lesire to traduce the Mahomedan character; but this much is certain, 
that all Bengali writers ought to show deference to Mahomedan susceptibilities 
and write sympathetically about them. India is indebted to the Mahomedans in 
many matters; and so far as loving one’s own religion and nationality is 
concerned, the Hindus can still take the Mahomedans as their model. 

71. In continuation of its previous articles on the Mussulman zemindars 

of Bengal, the Sudhakar, of the 4th September 
The Mussulman zemindars of writes as follows:— | ) 
ma. The number of Mussulman zemindars in 
Bengal has become very small. The great Mussulman Jaigirdars of Chittagong 
are all but extinct. ‘There are not in that district more than two or three 
Mussulman zemindar families worth speaking of. In Noakhally one or two 
Mussulman zemindars of recent origin are to be met with. In Tipperah there are 
only two or three Mussulman zemindar families of importance, and.the condition 
of one of them is very bad, and it will probably cease to exist in the course of 
the present generation. In Sylhet there are two or three substantial Mussulman 
zemindars. ‘There are five or six big Mussulman zemindars in Mymensing, of 
whom one is a first class zemindar in Bengal. The famous Nawab of Dacca is 
the only Mussulman zemindar in that district. All the other zemindar 
families in that district are on the point of ruin. There are 4 or 5 big 
zemindar families in the Furreedpore district, and the two most important 
among them are involved in troubles. There is no important Mussulman 
zemindar in the Khulna district. That is also the case in the Jessore district. 
There are one or two Mussulman zemindars in the 24-Pergunnahs district, but 
they are not of much note. ‘There are two or three Mussulman zemindar 
families in the Nuddea district, but none of them belongs to the first class. 
There is one big Mussulman zemindar and three or four Mussulman zemindars 
of the middle rank in the Bogra district. There are only wrecks of one or two 
zemindaris in the Bogra district. One Mussulman zemindar in Julpigori has 
become very famous. There are also two or three Mussulman zemindars of the 
middle rank in that district, A Mussulman zemindar in the Darjeeling district 
may be regarded as a zemindar of the middle rank. There are three or four 
substantial Mussulman zemindars in the Maldah district. There are some old 
Mussulman zemindar families in the Murshidabad district, who are model zemin- 
dars in point of wealth, honour and wisdom. The Mussulman community may be 
proud of these zemindars. Every one of the three or four Mussulman zemindar 
families in Burdwan is in good condition. But it is a young zemindar who has 
become most famous among them. Another zemindar has gained great renown 
by his liberality. There are no Mussulman zemindars in the Hooghly and 
Howrah districts. There arenoimportant Mussulman zemindars in the Midnapore 
district. There may be one or two Mussulman zemindars in the Midnapore 
town. There are probably two or three Mussulman zemindars in the Bancoora 
district. One of them is very well-known. One hears mention of. two or three 
Mussulman zemindars in the Beerbhoom district. There are two or three big 
gemindars in the Purneah district. They are descendants of the Nawabs of 
Purneah, and there will be no oe? in not recognising them as Bengal 
Mussulmans. In Calcutta there are many Hindu Rajas and Maharajas, but not 
one Mussulman zemindar. . ; 

If the circumstances of all these zemindars had been good, there would have 
been no reason for despair. But unfortunately most of these zemindars-are not 
in good circumstances. The lam entable condition of the Mussulman zemindars, 
who may be regarded as the pillars of the Mussulman community, cannot be 
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contemplated without a feeling of sadness, The Mussulman community of 
Bengal is on the point of ruin owing to the ruin of the Mussulman zemindars. 
72. The same paper complains that the corpses of the Mussulman patients 
who die in the Campbell Hospital in Calcutta are 
Mussulman patients in the Camp- dissected by the students, huddled into a conveyance 
bell Hospital. with the corpses of all sorts of low people, and then 
burnt at Kasi Mitter’s Ghat. But burial is the only mode of disposing of dead 
bodies sanctioned by Islam. Burial is a grave me. ese duty, and to neglect it 
isto incura great sin. It is a religious duty of Mussulmans to bury the 
corpse of a poor friendless co-religionist. The Mussulmans alone know how 
to show due honour to a corpse. If onegoes to Arabia, Egypt,.Turkey, 
Barbary and Persia one will see how much corpses are honoured in those countries ; 
but Bengal Mussulmans silently look on while the corpses of many co-religionists 
of theirs are being daily dissected, huddled up unceremoniously in conveyances, 
and taken to the burning ghat by mean doms and are being burnt on funeral 
piles along with the corpses of heretics. Can any man with a heart keep him- 
self silent if he reflects upon the fact that this burning of the corpses of Mussul- 
mans means that the Mussulman character has become demoniacal and Islam has 
lost its power? Can anybody say after this that the sacred majesty of Islam is 
still unimpaired ? There are many social leaders of the Mussulmans in Calcutta, 
but none of them has yet protested against this mode of disposing of the corpses 
of Mussulmans. Can there be a lower depth of national degradation than this? 

Moulvi Zahir-uddin Ahmed of the Campbell Hospital can easily arrange for 
a proper disposal of the corpses of Mussulman patients. But unfortunately he is 
indifferent in the matter. 

The writer thus exhorts the Bengal Mussulmans :-— 

‘¢Mussulman brethren of Bengal! will you not attend to this subject of the 
burning of the corpses of Mussulmans? Indifference in so serious a matter 
argues want of human feeling. You disobey the sacred command of God, insult 
Islam, disobey the injunction of the holy prophet, and yet declare yourselves 
to be Mussulmans. What will an alien PA i eee do for you when you your- 
selves disobey the injunctions of your religion ?” 

The above is written on thestrength of information obtained from a reliable 
source. 7 


Disposal of the corpses of 


73. The Bangavasi, of the 5th September, has the 
following :— ) , : 
There are two kinds of sight or seeing—one 
inward, the other outward. Of mward sight nothing need be said here. If 
any people in the ancient times possessed this sight 1t was the Hindus; and 
when the Hindu had this sight he was able to give his soul the highest perfec- 
tion. It is not known that the people of any other country besides India ever 
had inward sight in any measure. But it is undeniable that peoples of other 
countries possess outward sight in a pre-eminent degree. And in this age, 
whoever possesses a keen outward sight attains the greatest worldly prosperity. 
The English, the French, the Germans, and the Americans are instances of 
peoples who have attained worldly prosperity by keen outward sight. In 
consequence of this sight, they attain the highest success in every worldl 
undertaking. The railway, the telegraph, the telephone, the phonograph, all 
these are the outcome of a keen outward sight. Butthe people of India do not 
possess this outward sight. It is upwards of a century that they have come in 
contact with the peoples named above, and by reason of this contact imitative 
propensities have developed in them in various directions. But they are few 
in number in whom a desire for imitating the English and other outwardly- 
seeing peoples in useful matters has been developed. It is true the Indians are 
unequalled as imitators. But they can imitate only other people’s bad things and 
not their good things. They have a keen outward sight in matters of 
external show ; and that is the reason why India‘ has been brought to its present 
miserable condition. Not to talk of the inward sight, the Indians have not even 
the outward sight, or they would not be starving today. They have their eyes 
wide open, but they cannot see anything. A hundred proofs can be given of this 
want of sight of theirs. Take for instance, the tea industry which has grown to 
its present flourishing condition under English management, The tea-plant was 
an indigenous plant in India; but the Indians had not the outward sight to see its 
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usefulness. If they had got that sight, they would have by this time made fortuneg 
quite equal to those which English cultivators are making by pursuing this. tea 
industry. It was the English whose keen outward sight enabled them to 
discover the usefulness of the plant and take to its cultivation. No people on 
this earth possess this outward sight to the extent English merchants do, 
They have given proof of this sight wherever they have established themselves, 
The coffee-plant is indigenous in Ceylon; but the Ceylonese never saw its use.. 
fulness, and ee | used its leaves to season their dishes and its flowers to decorate’ 
their houses, and it was left for English merchants to make its cultivation.a profit- 
able industry. This outward sight has made the English the first nation on the’ 
earth; apd it is also this outward sight which has made them the rulers of | 
India. 5ut although the actions of their rulers are constantly before the eyes 
of the Indians, and the Indians are being taught by their rulers how to increase 
the national wealth, the Indians will not still direct their outward sight to any- 
thing but service, though even Service has become almost ‘unsieoctalable, 
They see the prosperity of the foreign merchants and they praise their energy, 
but they never feel inclined toimitate that quality which makes foreign merchants 
so rich. Many of them feel the pinchof want, but will not take to any of the 
several courses left open to them for earning a livelihood. Cansuch a people ever 
rise above the pressure of want? Leaving tea, coffee, coal, and indigo, there are a 
thousand other industries which foreigners have not yet touched. It is necess 
that these industries should be started under joint effort, and on the joint. stoc 
principle. Iron industry, for instance, may be started in Madras with very good 
prospects. Within a period of thirty years iron thus manufactured will gain a 
high place in the world’s market, and the industry will yield food to millions 
of hungry people. There is field for many industries of a like nature; but 
unfortunately the Indians have not the sight to see all this. They are quite 
sightless. ‘l'hey have not the inward sight, because they do not know how to 
see themselves; nor have they the outward sight, because they can see nothing 
of the outward world except outward show. . wi 
74. The same paper says that His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor ‘was 
to have visited the Alipore Courts on Saturday, the 
moyen ate, ttenant-Gorvernors 29th August. But on the Friday preceding His 
Honour suddenly left for Darjeeling. The writer 
does not understand why such abrupt changes are taking place in the programme 
of His Honour’s movements. Sir John Edgar, however, still remains in 
Calcutta. 
75. Referring to the heavy expenses which have to be incurred by the 
Hindus now-a-days in giving away their daugh- 
The worthlessness of the Ben- ters in marriage, the same paper says that the 
_ Bengalis are lovers of empty agitation, and are fit 
for no real work. Some modification of the marriage expenses would have 
been surely brought about by this time if the Bengalis had known how to do 
real work. Crowds of Bengalis will join an empty agitation, but not one 
among them will come forward to do real work. O Madhusudan ! 


76. The Hitakart, of the 5th September, says ‘that the Lieutenant- 


Governor has visited many places and _ heard 
The Lieutenant-Governor's tour. ; ° 
many complaints. But how many grievances have 


been removed? ‘The Bengalis are so unlucky that they can get nothing better 
than outward show.. 


77. The same paper is grieved to learn that the Lieutenant-Governor 

ae os stated, in the course of a conversation at Mymensingh, 

ah that @ certain Mussulman paper of Mymensingh 
singh. : ; waa pap ym sing 

was in the habit of writing in an objectionable tone. 

The Mussulmans surpass every other people in loyalty, and they depend upon 

Government for everything. It is a pity that a Mussulman paper should offend 


Government in this way. ‘ The offending paper should apologise to 
Government. wae o 


78. The same paper says that the Bengali newspapers are conducted by 
a needy editors, who use strong language because 
a ate ats they find it paying. But if these editors can be 


made to confess the truth, they will say that their influence is very small, and 
that their papers are attentively read “by very few people. 
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79. The Hitavadt, of the 5th September, says that some Eurasians have 
proposed that Government should give military 
to men of their community and then replace 
English regiments by regiments of Eurasians soldiers, thereby effecting a 
considerable reduction in the army expenditure. It is useless to hope “that 
Government will, within a short time, fill all the regiments. in the army with 
native soldiers. Nevertheless, the writer will be glad if the Eurasians are 
enlisted in the army on small salaries. But the fighting power of the Eurasians 
has not yet been tried. Some say that they are utterly wanting in that power. 
But there can be no harm in forming a select Eurasian corps and testing their 
fighting power. If they can pass the trial, they may be allowed to take the 
place of English soldiers in the army. ; 

80. The Prakriti, of the 5th September, says _—n the late Mr. Bradlaugh 

was a real friend of India and devoted himself to 

a her service up to the very day of his death. His 

daughter is now compelled to sell his library in order to pay off his debts. 

And if the people of India do not help her now, a deep stain of infamy will 

attach to their name. It is hoped that the leading men of India will convene 

a meeting for the purpose of collecting subscriptions with the object of paying 
off the debt of the late Mr. Bradlaugh. 

81. The same paper has the following :— 

Indian loyalty The relation between the rulers and the ruled is 
_ @ Very serious and sacred relation. It seems that no 
one in this world understands the nature of this relation so well as the 
Indians, the Hindus specially. The loyalty of the Hindu and his devotion to 
his Sovereign are incomparable on this earth. During the Mahomedan rule, the 
Hindus louked upon the padishahs, aliens in race and religion though they were, 
as their God. The saying “ Dillisvaro-va, Jagadisvaro-va ” ne ruler of Delhi 
or the ruler of the world] is still heard in every Hindu village and in every 
Hindu hut. In America, the colonists rose against their mother-country simpl 
because an unjust tax was proposed to be levied on them; but in Bengal, 
Roydurlabh did not consent to be a rebel even though he was grossly oppressed. 
ind ill-treated by Sirajuddoula. That the Indians are loyal is well-known 
in the world, and the writer will consider it a shame and a sorrow if it be 
necessary to assert the fact as a new truth. No cause for doubting the loyalty 
of the Indians has ever arisen or will ever arise. But the Supreme Ruler of 
India is now looking upon these very Indians with suspicion, and the dee 
sorrow which has been caused by this will dwell for ever in the Indian mind. 
That the writer says this is not because Government has instituted a prosecution 
against the Bangavasi: he will say nothing in regard to that case until it is 
decided. What he is saying he is saying not on the basis of a single case like 
that. 

Lord Lytton passed the Press Act under the belief that the native 
press was disloyal. Now what offence has that ~~ committed ? So far 
as their political education is concerned, the Indians are the disciples of 
Englishmen. It is also from Englishmen that the Indians are learning the 
virtues of self-respect and independence, and in all matters the Indians 
are simply imitating their English teacher. When the Maharani took charge 
of the administration of this country, she promised that she would rule the 
people of India impartially, without regard to caste, creed and colour, and 
give them their just rights in accordance with their fitness to receive such 
rights. The people of India have now understood this great manira of 
impartiality, and because they have understood it, they ask their rulers to give 
them their just rights, and are they to blame for this? They would 
not have made any such request if the (dR vcr had not made the above 
declaration and had said, on the contrary, that it was her intention to keep up 
the distinction between the conqueror and the conquered. It is because the 
English are teaching justice to the people that the writers in the native press ask 
for the just rights of the people and strongly protest against the unjust acts 
of their rulers, This being the case, it will not do now to be angry with the 
native press. The writers in the native press give expression to their thoughts 
and do not keep the poison concealed within their minds. And it is to be 
regretted that a er like Lord Lytton did not understand this. Lord Ripon 
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understood it, and he abolished the obnoxous Press Act, Even Lord Dufferin 


did not dare to distrust the loyalty of the Indians. But unfortunately Lon 
Lansdowne is of a different opinion, and has become very angry with the native 
press, | . fetettir cy 
Reference is then made to the congress movement, and the following 
remarks are made :— x98 


Loyal Indians assemble every year and make their grievances known to 
Government. And if it be disloyalty to make just demands, then surely the 
Indians are disloyal. Government has no just ground for distrusting the people, 
and yet it distrusts them. The passing of the Arms Actand the witbholdin 
of the right of volunteering from the people prove this. This distrust deeply 
pains the people. Lord Lansdowne isthen addressed thus:—‘ O Lord Lansdowne, 
what bas led your Excellency to distrust our loyalty, which 1s the only thing we 
possess? Can they be ever disloyal who have been trodden under the feet of 
others for 700 years, and who are passing their days bound in chains of subjection ? 
Can the bird, which has been for a long time confined in a cage desire to regain 
its liberty? We are not disloyal, Call us anything, but do not call us disloyal, 
We cherish in our heart the welfare of our rulers. Our happiness depends.on the 
happiness of our rulers. We are always anxious to see that good understanding 
between the rulers and the ruled is never impaired, that no differences arise 
between them, that the rulers are informed of the grievances of the people, and 
that they grant the people’s just demands. But as there are blemishes in every- 
thing, thorns in the rose and spots in the moon, so there are black sheep 
among the Indians. Let them be punished, but let no aspersions be cast on 
an entire nation. The hints about a revival of the Press Act given out by. 
Mr. Pugh have filled our minds with fear, and we pray to you, O Ruler, not to 
shut the mouths of the native papers which are the only means possessed by 
the people to make their grievances known to their rulers. We would not have 


‘ said or lags: if your Excellency had not been a foreigner, if your Excellency 


had been well conversant with our manners and customs, and, if your Excellency 
had got in your Council representatives of the Indians elected by the Indians 
themselves to advise you. It cannot be expected that your Excellency, who, 
before coming out to India, knew its name only in geography and have now 
got only Anglo-Indians for your advisers, should be able to rule India, which 
is inhabited by different peoples, impartially and to the satisfaction of the 
Indians. It-.is for this reason that we entreat your Excellency not to frighten us 
with the terrors of a Press Act.” | 


82. The Gramvasi, of the 7th September, has 


The loyal di le. ; 
e loyalty of the Indian people the following ae 


It is now said that Indian people are losing their respect for the British. 
raj. The Bangavast has been brought to trial under the belief that it is the: 


chief agency by which their lossof respect has been brought about, and all the 


native newspapers have been, more or less, suspected of the Bangavasi’s offence. 
The writer cannot say how far this suspicion is justified, but he cannot deny 


that people are, tosome extent, dissatisfied with the acts, if not of the. Sovereign, 
of some at least of her officials. But it is certainly not proper for people: to 


lose respect for the British ray for the faults of its officials. They ought to 


know that, notwithstanding its many shortcomings, the British raj is the best 
in the world. Its laws, its administration of justice, its moral system, its eduea- 


tional policy and its free trade policy, are all really imcomparable. A law 


before which the sovereign and the subject are on the same footing, a system of 


administration of justice which makes no distinction of high and low, a religious: 


policy under which no one can prevent another from practising his religion, a 
system of education under which every body has equal right to educate himself, 
a free trade policy under which the country is rapidly advancing in material 
prosperity—these are things which have been inaugurated and established by 
the British raj. Isthére-any other country where the same happiness, equality and 
liberty are enjoyed? People cannot expect to obtain anywhere the comfort and 


the happiness which they are enjoying under the British raj. The improvement. 


of the pecuniary condition of the people due to the extension of trade by 
means of post offices, railways, telegraphic communications and steam 


vessels; their intellectual advancement, due to the spread of education in the: 


é 
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eountry—these are things too well known torequire mention here. At least for 
these benefits if not for anything else, the people of this country ought to be 
extremely grateful to the British raj. Besides, to show loyalty to the sovereign 
is their chief dharma; disloyalty is really a grave'sin. _ 

Not to speak of the British Raj, whoever the Raja and whatever his character, 
many people are bound to show him unfeigned respect. The Empress Victoria, 
whose heavenly character inspires love and respect in the hearts even of pashan- 
das (heartless atheists) is the central point of the British Raj. . Her Council is 
composed of the representatives of all her subjects. Where shall we find a 
raj so beautifully constituted? It is the good fortune of the people of India 
that they are living under the rule of such a raj. God has established the 
British Kaj in India with the object. of re-establishing it in its ancient glory 
and diffusing again the lustre of its jnan (knowledge) and dharma ‘religion). 
Thus, the people of India ought to look upon the British Raj as established 


by God, and to respect it with all their hearts and to render it implicit 
obedience. 


But as it is the duty of the subject to love and respect the Sovereign, so it 
is the duty of the Sovereign too to love his subjects. As the people are bound 
to respect the British Raj, so the British Raj is commanded by God to love its 
subjects. It is the Sovereign’s love for his subjects that alone excites loyalty 
in the latter; and the more the Sovereign loves his subjects, the more will the 
subject love and respect his Sovereign. Love and respect are intimately connected 
with each other, and love on the part of one begets respect on the part of 
another; and the question now is, are the people of India alone to blame for the 
diminution of their loyalty tothe British Raj? The writer cannot believe that 
itis so. Nor does he say that the British Raj is also to blame. In his 0 pinion 
this diminution of loyalty on the part of the people is due to those who are 
ruling the country as representatives of the British Raj, not cherishing unfeigned 
- love for their people; and whatever the cause may be, the fact is there that 
the representatives of the raj do not love their subjects nor sympathize with 
them in their distress. They feel as if they are engaged in ruling a low people 
who have nothing in common with them, and they have come out to this 


country cr | to make money. How can they, under these circumstances, love — 


the people? And because. there is no love on their part, the people are not 
leaky loyal to the raj. Let the officials of Government love the people, 
and sympathize with them in their distress, and the people will, of their own 
accord, feel attached to the British Raj. 


83. The same paper is sorry that in the steamers belonging to Messrs. 
Hoare, Miller and Company no seats are set apart 

ee passengers on Pen for respectable female passengers. The cabins are 
: at ae ler and Vom- yeserved only for first class passengers. This is not 
proper. Second class female passengers should 

also be allowed to have seats in the cabins. It is very desirable that there 
should be in the steamers places fenced on all sides, which female passengers 
should be permitted to use on payment of the middle class fare. In view of the 
overcrowding in the steamers on the occasion of the approaching Durga Puja, 


Mr. Drink is requested to look to these matters. 


84. The Gauhar, of the 7th September, says that, if on the strength of the 
recommendation of the Hygiene Congress in Eng- 

Cremation among the Mussul- Jand, the Government of India passes a law for 
mans. ° Sie Bae 7 ore ° 
enforcing cremation among all communities in this 


country, that law will not be obeyed by the Mussulmans. 


85. The Dacca Gazette, of the 7th September, fully believes the disclaimer of 

7 Sir Alexander Miller that he had nothing to do 

B.: Srenmntes y eae and the’ with the prosecution of the Bangarasi, Mr. Miller 

eee wee, is newly arrived from England, and the hot air of 

India has not yet entered into his head. Is it likely that he should harass 
4 newspaper in this way ? : 

86. A correspondent of the same paper, writing 

rit? Native Doctor of Munshie from Munshigun}, contradicts the charge of careless 

. ge post-mortem examination in a certain case brought 

by that paper against the native doctor of that place. 
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87. The same paper has the following:— __. ” 
There are many cowards in the world, This is why the world presents 
Me. T. ana Benrali such a sorry spectacle. The dirty body is covered 
Ce ee with a coat, the slit ear is covered with hair, and 
the goitre with the beard. No one is bold enough to expose his own defects, 
Mr. . would defend the honour of his nation by keeping himself silent and 
concealing himself behind clouds. But the truth will out. How long cap 
the cat remain within the bag ? o ta 
There are liars in your country as well as in ours, there are ungrateful men 
in your country as well as in ours, there are traitors in your country as well as 
in ours. Your country is not full of angels, nor is ours full of hermits. Why 
then did such a monumental word escape the lips of a foul-mouthed man like 
yourself? Everybody has a sense of self-respect. Do you think that the sons 
of India, who is the mother of civilization, the mother of heroes and the daughter 
of dharma are the sole exceptions to that rule? If [Bengali] procrastination has 
roduced this impression in your mind, then know for certain that you have 
anaaed the seat of knowledge. “a 
Make a chemical analysis of the flesh and blood in your body, and you will 
find that the best part thereof is full of Indian salt. You, pillar of the English 
nation! You are a beloved disciple of the Holy Jesus. Do you feel no shame 
to proclaim yourself an ungrateful wretch of such “monumental” dimensions 
by calling the Bengalis liars? Are you a Christian of the type of those who 
sign bonds stipulating to give the flesh from their breast if they fail to pay 
money, and then, instead of paying Shylock his money, raise subtle points of lee 
and want to have him executed? Are youan Englishman of the type of those 
whose deeds the noble-minded Reynolds has proclaimed to the world in a voice 
of thunder? Are you an Englishman of the type of those who make no scruple 
of staining the face ofthe earth with the blood of lakhs of men, of father and 
brother, from greed of paltry sovereignty? Are you an Englishman of that 


England where the religion of the Holy Jesus is preached, and where praises 


of the noble-minded Luther are uttered from a thousand throats? He who 
sees a picture of your horrid heart cannot believe that this can be. | 

You Bengalis, you are still sitting quietly. You are still taking lessons 
from Mr. T. silently and cheerfully. The north, the south, the east and the west 
—there is free passage for you on every side. You have not yet proved that 
the horrid picture of yourselves drawn by an Englishman is false. We shall 
know this time how manly you are. 

88, The same paper says that the sale of coolies is now going on every- 
where like the sale of other commodities. The 
coolie recruiters, spider-like, weave nets to entrap 
coolies. There are now many unlicensed coolie-recruiters in the employ of the 
tea-planters themselves. ‘. | . 

, ‘ 89. @ same paper contains an article head 
ee ee ‘¢ A poor man’s sn ” of which the following is 


Coolie recruiting. 


a translation :— 
You have life! have we no life? Are we like lifeless columns of clay, 


without intelligence and without sense of honour? Have weno souls simply - 


because we are not fortunate enough like yourselves to eat, drink and make 
merry, and at the expiry of every seven hundred and twenty hours to stretch 
out our hands like an automaton in the expectation of round silver pieces? 
You are very big men, and Ram, Rahim—everything in fact that you say 
comes with a good grace from your lips. | 
Just as you have your opinions and beliefs, so we too have our opinions and 
beliefs, just as you have your reasons and arguments, so we too have our 
reasons and arguments. Just as you understand right and wrong, so we t00 
understand right and wrong. The difference is this. You are powerful men. 
Consequently in virtue of power and through the operation of that wise principle, 
“ might is right,” our small “ airy” nit cannot stand for a moment before your 
intelligence. The independence of our souls is crushed just at the moment 
when it is about to be developed. ag 
_ - You.are all mahdémahopddhydya people, big and influential expounders of 
politics, sociology and dharmaniti. The vast conclusions which by the vast 
white? of your vast intelligence present themselves in your vast minds are 
oubtless vastly irrefutable. Therefore it is that the weak and pathetic voice of 
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us, poor people, does not at all reach your vast ear. But we ask, may not the 
errors” of vast men be also vast? Why claim smallness in the case of errors ? 
You are vast mahaqjuns in the world of action. We are not mahajuns, 
because it is no easy matter to become a mahajun. We are common purchasers. 
We have come to purchase your goods with all:‘that our hearts hold dear.. You 
will not let us go without making us purchase; you will force us to purchase. 
Consequently we are bound to purchase. The more so, as your advertisements, 
notices, signboards, are all vast, your manufactories are vast, houses are vast, 
bodies are vast, everything 1s vastness; consequently “‘like insects we are 
desirous of entering into the fire.” | 
You are mahajuns who have taken the xiském vow. You do not look to 
self-interest, what you look to is the wealth (interest) of others. Consequently 
ou are faultless altruists. You spread your opinions with others’ money 
(for the benefit of others). You propagate: your religion with others’ money 
(for the benefit of others); you make laws with others’ money (for 
the benefit of others); you administer reproofs with others’ money (for the 
benefit of others). You swallow up kingdoms with other’s money (for the bene- 
fit of others); you make dreadful exhibitions of stern punishment with 
others’ money (for the benefit of others). The wealth (interest) of others is 
your everything. What wealth (interest) is there which is yourown? Your 
“bag” is your only possession ; your blanket is your only bedding ; your pen 
is your fatal weapon. Not even the microscope can detect your selfishness. 
Your lives are (supported) with others’ money (you live for others); you look 
to others’ wealth (interest); you suffer or enjoy for the interest of others 
(with others’ money); your strength is for others (you are strong with others’ 
money). Who can safely remonstrate with you who are so altruistic (lovers 
of others’ money). : : 


But ours is a serious danger. Like the subterranean current of the Falgu, 
deep and mortal anguish is embedded in every strafum and fold of the heart, 
and even the smallest atoms of the soul are being consumed in a fearful con- 
flagration, and yet not a word of remonstrance must be said. Severe pain lies 
concealed and in an indistinct form all over the body, and yet, if the fact is 
proclaimed, you take steps to afflict us as wicked men. O Hari! Will you 
never understand our hearts’ language ? | | 


You will not understand our hearts’ language, you will not hear our hearts’ 
cries. If you hear our hearts’ language you will excommunicate us ; if we 
give expression to our hearts’ Janguage, you will take up the punishing rod, 
and yet you will attempt to force, in the fullest measure, your own hearts’ 
language into the heart of our hearts. You are indeed great zubberdust 
_ kalapahars. You are intelligent men: cannot this simple matter enter into 

your brain ?—“ The knot is the loosest where it is drawn the tightest.” 


90. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 7th September, gives translat- Dary1e-0-Sauacuiz 


ed extracts from the English newspapers the Star, 
the Pall Mali Gazette, the London, the Echo, the 
Globe, and the Times, commenting on the Bangavasi 
case, and observes as follows :— 


The extent of the uneasiness caused by the prosecution may be inferred 
from the comments made in the Globe, which is a Tory paper. But the writer 
has not much to do with the anxjety of the English people; he-is concerned 
only with India, its supreme ruler, Lord Lansdowne, and his councillors, who, 
he hopes with his heart, will give proof of large-mindedness and a forgiving 
disposition. It is they who are the people’s hope in the midst of fear and their 
protectors in time of danger. . ee 


The English press on the Banga- 
vast Case. 


saying that there has been a change in the editor- 
ship of the Bangavasi. It is the editor, not of the 
Bangavast, but of the Banganivasi that has been 


The Editorship of the Banga- 
vast, 


changed. 


remark made by Dr. Gregg, Sanitary Commissioner 
with the Government of Bengal, that the high rate 
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of child mortality in Bengal is due to the prevalence of early marriage, and that: 
children die in this country because they are horn of child-wives, and remarks 
as follows :— : , i eg 

Jt isno wonder that Englishmen should be startled by this statement of the 
doctor.. But the doctor does not know, nor does he care to know, that the 
grandmothers of the present generation of Bengalis were also child-wives, 
who gave birth to their sons, the fathers of the present generation, at 13 or 14, 


and that their sons enjoyed long life. Dr. Gregg: and Englishmen in genera] | 
- may not. know this, but it is nevertheless a fact.. The grandmothers. of the 


present generation of Bengalis were not so eéase-loving and indolent as the 
Bengali of the present day, nor did malaria prevail in those days. And 
their children did not, like Bengali children of the present time, suffer, even in 
their mothers’ wombs, from congested liver and spleen. The present license 
in the matter of eating and other things was also unknown in those days. The: 
writer understands these things very well, but it is difficult for a. foreigner 
so to. understand these. And it is not to be expected that what male doctors 
like Dr. Gregg do not understand will be understood by European female 
doctors." Reference is then made to the writings of Miss Pechy Phipson and 
a Emma Ryder about Indian child-wives, and the following remarks are 
made :— 


Statements like these pass for sound reasoning in the Western world! | 


Statements of this kind by Miss Pechy Phipson moved the philanthropists of 
England and led them to interfere in the Indian custom of early marriage, and 
it is such statements as these that led to the passing of the Consent Act ! 
There have always been child-wives in India, and. yet its population has 
gone on increasing instead of decreasing, nor are Indian child-wives committing 
suicide. The number of suicides committed in India is much smaller than the 
number of those committed in Europe or America; so much smaller, in fact, 
that it may be regarded as being almost nil, ‘This shews that in India people 
enjoy more domestic happiness than they do in Europe. Emma Ryder may 
be a truthful woman, but not one of the words she has said regarding Indian 
child-wives istrue. She has no Indian experience, and she is only dreaming in 
her closet. And such is the misfortune of the people of India that the ravings 
of these dreaming men and women are taken as truth by the male and female 
hilanthropists of England. It is at the instance of these dreamers that the 
faneaa Act has been passed; and probably some days later early marriage too 
will be abolished. | ee 
Urtya Papers. 


93. The Samvadvahika, of the 12th August, fully sympathises with the 
osition of Government with regard to the Manipur 
ae the Manipur State, and upholds the decision at which Govern- 
tate. ° ° ° ° < ‘ 
ment has arrived in connection with the Manipuri 

prisoners, who had declared war against Her Majesty the Queen-Empress. 

94. The Utkaldiprka, . bs “ en SOIry ° note that the Indian 

- budget, though submitted for discussion in the 

the inaan budget in the House House of Commons, attracted very little attention, as 

most of the members had left the House before its 

submission. ‘The writer is unable to understand why the budget was submitted 
so late and at such an unseasonable hour. 

95. The prosecution of the Bangavdst by Government has created a great 
ee a a. a deal of interest in the minds of the editors of 
ae t~=<CS”:”tC:~C*é« HV’. apes in Orissa. With the exception of 

the Samvadvahika, all the Uriya papers disapprove 
of the policy of Government in taking the staff of the Bangavdst by surprise and 
objecting to their release on bail by the Police Court of Calcutta. They are of 
opinion that such public prosecutions can only injure the interests of the people 
on the one hand and those of Government on the other. ei 


AssAM PAPERS. 


96. The Paridarshak, of the 24th August, says that three choudhuries and 
‘nine ryots of Raja 

_ division of the Sylhet district being arraigned 
on charges of culpable homicide and rioting with 


Committai and conduct of sessions 
cases. 


“ed in the Sunamgunge sub- 


a 
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deadly weapons, were committed to the sessions for trial and finally discharged. 


A charge of so grave a nature could not, of course, be found to be false ‘at the 
police investigation. But the Magistrate should have exercised due care at-the 
preliminary hearing of the case, and saved the accused all the unnec 

expense and trouble they have had to undergo. Many Magistrates now commit 
cases to the sessions without carefully ascertaining whether the charges on 
which the committels are made would stand at the trial. On the other hand, 
the cases committed to the sessions are not tried independently upon the notes 


taken down by the judges themselves, but upon a comparision of those notes 


with the evidence taken down by the police. But the police evidence is taken 
down in course of investigations hastily conducted, oa without the assistance 
of pleaders and mukhtars, and it can therefore afford nothing but a rough 
estimate of the truth or falsity of cases. Matters will become worse if the 
proposal of the Inspector-General of Police for shortening the time for police 
investigation is carried out. 4 
97. The same paper says that Babu Kedar Nath Sannyal, Extra Assistant 
Babu Kedar Nath Sannyal, Commissioner of Habigunge in the Sylhet district 
Frtra Assistant Commissioner, - dismissed a case simply because it was investigated 
Habigunge, Sylhet. by the Inspector Joy Chandra Bhadra. The com- 
plainants made a motion to the Judge for dh order for a re-trial, and that order 
having been given, they petitioned the Deputy Commissioner for transferring 
the case from the file of Babu Kedar Nath. But the petition was rejected and 
the case was re-tried by Kedar Babu. It was again dismissed on a technical 


ground. Encouraged by this action of the Extra Assistant Commissioner, the 


accused in the case instituted a cross case against the complainants, which is 
now being tried by Babu Kedar Nath himself. 


Babu Kedar Nath is an inhabitant of Rajshahye, and probabl y entered © 


service as a clerk after having passed the B. A. Examination. A few more 
judicial officers like Kedar Babu in the public service, and Englishmen will 
certainly say that the Bengalis are unfit for that service. The Chief Commis- 
sioner is requested to take only such men in the higher posts in the public 
service as possess 2 knowledge of human nature. The appointment of clerks to 
the judicial service will only discredit the Government in the eyes of the 
ublic. 
. 98. The same paper says that almost all the Deputy Commissioners of 
.  Assany being on leave, the charges of even such 
important districts as Sylhet are being given to 
second grade Assistant Commissioners. This 
arrangement is causing great inconvenience to the public as any one watching 
the conduct of business in the courts will at once see. How long will Mr. Ward 
continue this sort of arrangement? He ought to get a loan of a few officers 


Paucity of Deputy Commis- 
sioners in Assam. 


from Bengal in order to remove all public inconvenience. 
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